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Are Classic Cars Rubbish?
We also ponder the point of modern
motors and fail to review the new
Scooby Doo film.
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T

his is probably the best edition of your favourite Free Car Mag. I
might be biased but we have writers who are passionate,
opinionated and well informed.
Indeed, Matthew Corrigan felt so strongly that some old Bangers
are being lauded as classics, he had to get it off his chest.
Incidentally, please buy his excellent books. As a counterpoint Kiran
Parmar highlights the trouble with new cars and Dr. Ken German
tells us the most remarkable story involving a Fiat 126.
In order to keep us going it would be really nice if you would like to
sponsor Free Car Mag. For a modest amount of cash money a
company will get a magazine with their logo on it. We might be
called Free, but it has never been free to run, we really do need
some support. Incidentally FCM has always been print ready, even
after we stopped printing, so if you wanted a real mag to thumb...
Get in touch if you are interested, or know someone who is.
See you next time.

James Ruppert
EDITOR james@freecarmag.com
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www.scoobydoo
fandom.com
reckons the
Mystery Machine is
a 60s Ford Taunus
Transit Van, with
a small block 221

SCOOB! IS OUT TO DOWNLOAD AND WATCH NOW
https://www.scoob.movie

JENSON BUTTON +MCLAREN CUSTOMER RACING
4 freecarmag.com

Sporting Heroes
accepted challenge
to drift, slalom and
donut Caterham
Seven

Each Isuzu has a
125,000 mile / 5
Year warranty and
5 years UK and
European roadside
assistance.

ISUZU D-MAX TEAMS UP WITH TRACTOR TED
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OUT AND
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JOSÉ MOURINHO BECOMES AUDI AMBASSADOR

On the
Pitch
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LIZ TRUSS + FIRST LOOK AT ASTON MARTIN DBX
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Nostalgia

British
Fail
Land

Matthew Corrigan explains why not everything from the old days is a classic...
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Nostalgia

Matthew Corrigan explains why not everything from the old days is a classic...
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BOOKS BY MATTHEW CORRIGAN
THE MANCHESTER HEINKEL: THE FORGOTTEN
TRUE STORY OF THE HEINKEL THAT CRASHED IN
HAZEL GROVE

OSPREY: A RAZOR SHARP NOVEL THAT LIFTS THE LID
ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT LUNACY
PEUGEOT 205 GTI

AVAILABLE AT ALL PLACES WHERE YOU CAN BUY
BOOKS.
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Opinion

The Trouble with

Modern Cars

Kiran Parmar bravely tackles the tricky subject of what makes modern motors tick...
12 freecarmag.com

Audi Q4 e-tron take two concept proving that there is more ugliness to come

Wonder why some call it the Nissan Puke?

Inside a Tesla 3
freecarmag.com 9

Opinion

BMW 3-Series connects with the Euro NCAP wall in 2019...
...offering rather a more protection than the 1997 crash

Matthew Corrigan explains why
not everything
from theinstruments
old days is abyclassic...
Picture
of proper analogue
Kiran Parmar
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Wot, no dipstick? Picture by Kiran Parmar
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True Stories

Fiat 126 vs
Coppers vs
Isle of Man TT
Dr. Ken German tells us one of the most remarkable tales of sheer
bloodymindedness, herosim and derring do.
Find out who won this epic battle.
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Porsche 911 Turbo
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MEGA CRUISER

Back-Seat Driver

Toyota’s Mega Cruiser
unveiled in 1995 and was
originally developed and
supplied as a high mobility
infantry transport vehicle for
the Japan Ground Self-Defence
Force. With a wheelbase of
3.39m the huge truck was
weighed in at a massive
accommodate six people and

Toyota’s 4.5m Brit Built Car

the civilian Mega Cruiser was
really intended for emergency
rescue and ambulance
by the ordinary motorist who
wanted to be extraordinary.
Mega Cruiser cost from
drive was mated to a 4-speed
automatic transmission with
torque converter lock-up
control and a sub transmission
with a 2-speed centre
differential lock. The engine
inline 4-cylinder direct
injection turbo diesel unit
with intercooler (15B-T)
Cruiser was discontinued in

When

Have your say
18 freecarmag.com
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Future Proof

STORM WARNING...
T

ORSUS, manufacturer of the world’s toughest, heavy-duty off-road
buses, is set to cause a stir in the commercial vehicle sector with its
latest model, TERRASTORM, due for release later this month.
The 4x4 TORSUS TERRASTORM, based on a Volkswagen Crafter 4Motion
chassis, features uprated heavy-duty off-road suspension and is powered by
EURO VI engines will reach places that other vehicles will not be able to get
and organisations that need a truly dependable, rugged and incredibly
capable vehicle. It is a vehicle engineered to be ready to transport people
and cargo to and from some of the toughest jobs such as mining and
emergency aid wherever and whenever it is needed – no matter the location.
Vakhtang Dzhukashvili, founder and CEO of TORSUS said: “At TORSUS, we
are breaking new ground by designing, developing and manufacturing the
world’s toughest off-road buses. In the all-new TERRASTORM we signal our
ambition to set new standards in the heavy-duty 4x4 minibus market across
some of the toughest industries known to man. We built TORSUS to be a
and the TORSUS TERRASTORM is the next step on our journey to make this
reality.”
TORSUS operates and sells in global markets to customers in heavy
industry, utility and government service sectors. Warranty and service
back-up is provided in all markets with the fastest response times in the
sector. Working in partnership with MAN and VW on key chassis and
powertrain technology ensures that every TORSUS has ultimate durability,
reliability, serviceability, value and, of course, toughness engineered in.

For more of the latest news and press releases go to freecarmag.com
freecarmag.com 19

THE FINEST MERCH IN THE WORLD.
FEATURING FREE CAR MAG

PLEASE HELP SUPPORT US AT
WWW.BANGERNOMICS.COM/T-SHIRTS/#!/ALL

Aftermarket
TV

INSPIRED
BYBE
EVOQUE
LET
THERE
LIGHT
...provided you stick these
OSRAMs on your 4 x 4...
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Wanted

Braun
BN0095 Prestige
Chronograph

THE LAND ROVER STORY
- DAVE PHILLIPS £25.00

AUTOGLYM HAND SANTISER
£3.99 OR FREE WITH AN ORDER
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Buy Now
ORDER: NOW
FROM
£14,150

JBL EDITION
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AVAILABLE:
NOW
FROM £12,785

108 UPDATED INSIDE AND OUT

AVAILABLE:
NOW
FROM £29,225

TOYOTA COROLLA TREK
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GREED CAMERAS EXPOSED IN
NEW POLICE WATCHDOG REPORT

Once again what the ABD has been saying for decades now has been corroborated: the UK
road “safety” industry has degenerated into a tawdry “dash-for-cash”, due to its myopic - and
factually incorrect - focus on speed as if it were the ONLY cause of road accidents.
In fact, most road accidents are not the result of exceeding the speed limit; but are in fact
caused by observation failures, inattention and distraction. We must not allow current
camera partnerships to continue unregulated. Having already been disbanded once
because of abuse, it is clear that there is an institutional problem, as the old tricks have
been reinvented. All current partnerships need to be wound down, alongside a wholesale
reset on roads policing. Only then will the blatant excesses of the out-of-control UK road
“safety” (aka speed limit offence revenue processing) industry be effectively curbed. We
need sensible speed limits, sensibly enforced.

PERFORMANCE
FINALLY
WINTER!
WITHOUT THE POUNDS

SINCERA I SN110

The ideal choice for cost-conscious compact and midsize car drivers.
Equipped with the Advanced 4D-Nano Design technology and ECORUN
features, the SINCERA SN110 is engineered for safety, reliability
and comfort.

TYRES
falkentyre.com

#BrownCarGuy

REVIEW

Isuzu D-Max XTR

T

his is Isuzu’s
range-topping
pick-up truck, the
D-Max XTR. You’ll immediately notice the aggressive bodykit, fender
accents (inside and out),
cosmic mica black paint,
and the dark alloys shod
with 32-inch all-terrain
Pirelli tyres.
The XTR is powered
by a 1.9-litre four-cylinder diesel unit putting
out 164bhp and 266
lb ft of torque. You
get a 0-62mph acceleration time of 13
seconds, a top speed
of 112mph and 40mpg
whilst putting out
183-205g/100km of
CO2. And it costs just
over £40k.
It looks big, it is big,
kinda at 5.4m long and
1.9m wide and tall.
There are side-steps
to help you up into the
surprisingly spacious
and well-equipped
cabin, keeping four
six-foot plus occupants, comfortable and
entertained with a full
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infotainment system,
AC and comfy ride that
smoothers all surface
undulations.
It’s not quick, it’s
powerful – because
it is designed to lug
load (over one ton)
and pull load (up to
3.5 tons). It feels like
it’s on stilts because it
is; it leans, pitches and
rolls because it’s got
reams of suspension
travel for off-roading; it
loosely interprets your
commands to the helm
and mostly gets them
approximately correct;
and it certainly stops –
if you give it plenty of
advanced notice.
If this sounds a tad
derisive, you’ve misunderstood me – the
D-Max XTR is hilarious
fun to peddle. Larger-than-life, absurdly
practical, unconventionally entertaining, astonishingly comfortable,
and oozing charisma
against the electric
small footprint zeitgeist.
Bring it on!

W

hilst you read
my review of
the family-friendly,
urban-friendly,
environment-friendly
and generally just
friendly Kuga SUV
from Ford on these
pages, I will be
salivating helplessly
over the all-new 2021
Ford Bronco that’s
just been revealed.
Rufty-tufty, rugged
as rocks, tortureresistant and
capable of traversing
impossible terrain,
Ford has absolutely
nailed the modern/

WATCH MY VIDEO REVIEW OF THIS CAR

Brown
CarGuy
Says...
retro style of its
dedicated new hardcore off-roader. It’s
left chief rival, Jeep
Wrangler, quaking
in fear. What did
you say? Land Rover
Defender? Oh please.
It’s not even in the
game.
Plus you can take
all the roof panels
off and the doors; it
has GOAT mode and

Spicer Performa-TraK
- I don’t know what
that is but I want
it, along with the
‘Sasquatch Package’
and the 35-inch tyres.
This thing is genius
and will sell like hot
cakes.
Not here it won’t.
It’s not slated for
Europe. Big mistake
Ford! Make like
the Mustang and
#BringTheBronco.
You can’t deny
me, the kerbs of
Wembley beckon, I
need this 4x4 in my
life!

REVIEW

Ford Kuga PHEV

I

t’s about as fresh and woke as an SUV
can get. Swoopy styling, Focus underpinnings, and clever future tech claiming 200mpg - this writer bears witness
to nearly 100mpg in the real world running
on mostly electric power. This Plug-In Hybrid Electric version (PHEV), is offered with
front wheel drive, a CVT transmission, and
a 2.5-litre Duratec petrol engine putting
out 225bhp and capable of 125mph and
0-62mph acceleration in 9.2 seconds.
Priced from £36,985 the PHEV is thrifty
and clean (CO2 emissions of just 26g/
km when using electric power) and it has
a range of up to 35 miles on EV power which you can save for when you’re in town
and built-up areas. The normal fuel conOn the road in-gear acceleration is
potent and overtaking is not an issue - the

REVIEW

T

shove from the electric motor provides
and there’s even a moderately engaging
engine note, though the PHEV is quiet the
majority of the time.
The steering is light, and the handling is
remarkably composed. This ST-Line version
comes with attractive 19-inch alloy wheels
the ride is impressive, never unruly, always
Drive modes include ‘off-road’ modes which
use the traction and stability systems to
aid progress on uneven or slippery terrain.
Only the 2.0-litre diesel version comes with
all-wheel drive.
While it’s easy to drive and perfectly
manageable around town, it does feel like
a large car from behind the wheel. It’s 9cm
longer and 4.4cm wider than its prede-

cessor. There’s 411 litres of load space
available (more in the non-hybrid models)
plus split folding seats increase the cargo
and charging cables.
In the rear there is plenty of space for
individuals of over six foot tall to sit behind
front occupants of the same height with
feet, knee and head space to spare - plus
you can slide the rear seats individually
for more room. In the front the seats are
comfy, the seating position is good and visibility is not an issue, though the reversing
camera helps.
Feel good, save the environment, visit
the petrol station less often - what’s not to
love? The hybrid system is unobtrusive but
very effective, and the Kuga is capacious,
comfortable and, in ST-Line trim, sporty
and stylish too.

Peugeot 508 GT

his is one of the sharpest and most
eye-catching saloons you can buy
right now. The second generation
Peugeot 508 features sharp lines, a sloping
fastback silhouette and LED Daytime Running Light (DRL) ‘claws’ at the front – or are
they fangs?
Inside there’s a slimline futuristic dashboard with an oblong steering wheel… er
ovoid thing that sits below your line of sight
to the instrument panel with a fully digital
panel featuring a selection of display styles,
plus neat teeth-like toggle switches, and a
ton of features including 360-degree camera and massaging seats. It’s like a concept
car in here.
Prices start from £26,800, with several
choices of engines available including diesel, petrol and hybrid variants. We tried
the range-topping £38k GT with a 1.6-litre
four-cylinder engine producing 225bhp
and driving the front wheels. Acceleration

powered tailgate and in the inviting cabin
there’s more than enough room for four
six-foot plus occupants. If you’re long-

fuel consumption is 39mpg and emissions
are 130-132g/100km.
There’s a massive boot under the huge

because the steering will sit close to your
knees.
On the go it acquits itself admirably, with

WATCH MY VIDEO REVIEW OF THIS CAR

a comfy and composed ride, obedient direction changes, impressive grip, and reasonable performance. There’s a fraction of
a lag before the engine gives its all and the
brakes may need more of a stab than you’d
anticipate, but overall it’s an easy, manageable and satisfying drive.
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POWERED BY

MOTORING MADE EASY

SHORTLISTED
FOR NEWSPRESS
MAGAZINE
OF THE YEAR

Blonde

AMBITION
INSIDE THE REMARKABLE
MARILYN MONROE: THE LEGACY
OF A LEGEND EXHIBITION

RUSSELL CROWE & RYAN
GOSLING GO BACK TO 1977
FOOTBALLER’S DRIVES
ZLATAN – THE VOLVO MOVIE
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Buy

Automotive Artwork

The most
controversial
motoring book
ever written...

flyscreenqueen.co.uk
01760 441423
folding roller sliding and chain
screens for doors and windows for home
and business, diy kits only

