Get the
Look

Happy 100th Birthday

Suzuki...

...yes that is Stirling Moss
We talk to the engineer behind
the new TV Show Vintage Voltage
converting classics to battery power...
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freetorial
ISSUE 85 / 2020

T

he point of the Freetorial is to go about what's in this issue
rather than the last one. Except that the last one concerned the
Communist Chinese Car Industry.
That may have brought Free Car Mag to the attention of the
Chinese Communist troublemakers who decided it would be fun to
attack the Free Car Mag website. They also went for our related
Bangernomics interests and caused something akin to financial
carnage.
Maybe we had a point about what a nasty system of government
Communism is and that car manufacturers ought to reconsider their
relationship with them. For us it has been difficult but not nearly as
difficult for the poor residents of Hong Kong, or Tibet.
Meanwhile, Free Car and Bangernomics Mag are not going
anywhere at all. We very much appreciate you taking the time to
read and respond to what we do.
See you next time.

James Ruppert

Chuck Norris and his Fiat
Ducato van would never
back down and neither
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News, Events
& Celebs

Hilux has a new
2.8-litre powertrain
plus revised
suspension +
world-class quality,
durability and
reliability.

NEW 2020 TOYOTA HILUX + FERNANDO ALONSO

World champion driver Fernando Alonso had an early chance to experience the new Toyota Hilux, giving the latest version of the legendary
pick-up a rigorous test drive during his preparations for the 2020 Dakar Rally. Alonso and co-driver Marc Coma were able to push the new
model to the limit, alongside their driving duties in their rally-raid-spec Toyota Gazoo Racing Hilux.Following the test on a gravel and dirt
special stage, Alonso said: “Hilux is an icon and I’ve always been a fan. It was good to test the new Hilux in a challenging environment and to
push it to the limits. The new engine behaves well and the new suspension feels great. Even when you push it, the comfort is still there.”

CARL FOGARTY + ISUZU FOR AN OFF ROAD ADVENTURE

Former motorbike racing world champion Carl Fogarty has collected the keys to his new Isuzu D-Max XTR from Walton Summit Truck Centre
in Lancashire. Featuring a custom designed body kit, a sophisticated and sporty interior, performance brakes and a bespoke Pedders
suspension arrangement Alex Carl Fogarty remarked: “I love anything with an engine and I live for the outdoors, so the XTR suits me down
to the ground. It’s got real character and stands out from a crowd, which is great in an age where cars are increasingly looking the same.
Can’t wait to take it off-road!”
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Lexus UK
releases The Power
of Two as Seb Coe,
meets Olympic
hopeful Alex
Haydock-Wilson,
Sporting Heroes
accepted challenge
to drift, slalom and
donut Caterham
Seven

LEXUS RELEASES NEW FILM, THE POWER OF TWO

Seb Coe, President of World Athletics, meets Olympic hopeful Alex Haydock-Wilson, revealing what happens when the wisdom of
experience meets the raw potential and promise of a new generation. The 12-minute film, records their first meeting at Alex’s home
track and the drive they shared in a Lexus RX F Sport. The result was a remarkable conversation between two very different
generations, covering a variety of topics: their inspirations, an addiction to winning, the changing definition of power, social media’s
influence and even Seb’s first taste of grime music on the car stereo. Here are Seb's Soundbites: ● ‘You don’t choose your sport, your
sport chooses you’ ● On rowing: ‘that’s running, sitting down, going backwards’ ● On his father’s training mantra: ‘If you cannot
measure it, it doesn’t make a lot of sense ● On what his father told journalists was his biggest regret: ‘...that my son didn’t win the Tour
de France’ ● On winning: ‘Winning is quite addictive and ... there is no feeling in the world like there is when you’ve actually won
something’ ● On losing: ‘Some of the things that I’ve learnt most about myself have actually been in races I’ve lost. My whole career
was based in large part on losing the European Championships in 1978’ ● On the power of athletics: ‘It’s one of the most accessible of
all our sports. It’s one of the most potent social workers in all our communities..and properly used is an amazing soft power.
Watch the film right here www.lexus.co.uk/poweroftwo
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SPOTTED
OUT AND
ABOUT

CHELSEA FC STARS MASON MOUNT + ERIN CUTHBERT

Through Hyundai’s official partnership with Chelsea, two players from Chelsea FC’s senior Men’s and Women’s squads, Mason Mount
and Erin Cuthbert, were asked to swap their studs for the sales floor, as they went under full prosthetic disguise as Hyundai sales staff.
Expertly guided by fellow teammates Fikayo Tomoro and Kurt Zouma from the Men’s team, and Ji So-Yun and Millie Bright from the
Women’s, the aim was simple – to convince as many ‘prospective customers’ as possible to register for a test drive in the Hyundai
showroom… without being recognised. However, what Mason and Erin did not know, is that the prank was actually on them and the
‘prospective customers’ were in fact trained actors. Both Mason and Erin, undercover as ‘Nick’ and ‘Shelia’, field technical and
entertaining questions on the showroom floor, much to the amusement of their teammates watching from afar. They explain the
difference between electric and hybrid Hyundai models, and discuss battery power as they try to successfully sell a car, whilst making a
few blunders along the way. Watch the Video Here: https://vimeo.com/425188455

Hyundai
Showroom
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VOLKSWAGEN GOLF 8 + THE KEMPS ON A TRIP

Father and son Martin and Roman Kemp drive the Golf through familiar places on their journey. The car makes detours via
Brentwood High Street (The Only Way Is Essex), the jungle (I’m a Celebrity… Get Me Out Of Here!) and even the cobbles of
Coronation Street, before ending with the pair arriving at the ITV studios. Showcasing the car’s natural voice control
technology, customisable ambient lighting system and easy-to-use infotainment controls, the Kemps navigate their way to
ITV Studios via the famous locations, by simply asking the car to “Take me to ITV Studios” when embarking on their
journey. Catch the ad on ITV, meanwhile lets spend some quality time getting their casual Dad and Son roadtrip look.

Roman
1 VW Golf £23,875
2 Blue Suit - Burton £79.00
3 Shirt - Zalando £45.00
4 Trainers - Asos £52.42

2

4

3

Martin
5 Black Jeans - Next £55.00
6 Leather Jacket - UK Leather £185.99
7 White T Shirt - BooHoo £3.60
8 Trainers - Adidas £59.95
2

5
7

1

5

6

8
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Nostalgia

Stirling+
Suzuki
Happy Birthday

Suzuki is 100 and it did some really cool stuff in the ‘60s
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Battery

EVs on TV

VINTAGE
VOLTAGE
PREMIERES
ON QUEST,
FREEVIEW
CHANNEL 12

Classics

VINTAGE VOLTAGE with Richard ‘Moggy’ Morgan at Electric Classic Cars as they use the latest technology and
engineering advances to restore, rebuild and convert classics into electric dream cars for future generations.
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Porsche 911 Turbo
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Hard Cell
FROM
THURSDAY
25TH JUNE AT
9PM.
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Porsche 911 Turbo
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Motoring Racing

Out of the Shadows
Racing in the 1970s was awesome. This book proves it.
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Porsche 911 Turbo
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Grand Day Out

Photography by Kiran Parmar
www.kiranparmar.photography
Lorraine Dietrich Vieux Charles II

‘Knifeboard’

Vickers Vanguard

Concorde

Cars Planes Buses

Kiran Parmar visited Brooklands and the London Bus Museum
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Porsche 911 Turbo

Lola GT
Aston Martin Halford Special
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TWO WHEELS GOOD

Back-Seat Driver

Ready for the Road?

Have your say
18 freecarmag.com
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Suzuki is supporting the
Motorcycle Industry
Association’s campaign to
encourage commuters to
make the switch to a
motorcycle or scooter for their
journey to work.
The campaign seeks to
highlight the government’s
own travel advice – consider
all other forms of transport
before using public transport
– and how powered twowheelers can play a significant
role in reducing the reliance
on buses, trains, and the tube.
Congestion is a thing of the
past, with the ability to filter
through queuing traffic, while
hugely impressive mpg figures
make a mockery of ticket
prices: Suzuki’s Address
scooter delivers an incredible
134mpg. It’s also more fun.
Suzuki GB’s national
motorcycle marketing
manager, Ian Bland, said, “We
are completely behind this
campaign and initiative from
our industry as a whole.
Naturally, we’ve known about
the benefits of commuting via
motorcycle for a long time,...
there is a real incentive for
people to move away from
other forms of transport...”

Future Proof

55 YEARS LATER
5

5 years after the last new DB5 rolled elegantly off the production line at
Aston Martin’s then global manufacturing base in Newport Pagnell,
Buckinghamshire, work is once again under way there on a strictly
limited number of new DB5 models. Created in association with the
producers of the James Bond films, EON Productions, and featuring a broad
suite of working gadgets first seen on screen in the 1964 film, the Aston
Martin DB5 Goldfinger Continuation cars are history in the making.
Each DB5 Goldfinger continuation car is priced at £2.75m, plus taxes.
The meticulous DB5 Goldfinger Continuation construction process – which
takes around 4,500 hours per car – is being undertaken at Aston Martin’s
globally renowned Heritage Division headquarters in Newport Pagnell,
Buckinghamshire.
Each of the 25 new cars is being built to the highest possible quality using
a blend of Sir David Brown-era old world craftsmanship, with the
sympathetic application of modern engineering advancements and
performance enhancements, alongside the integration of cutting-edge
gadgets developed in association with Chris Corbould OBE, the special
effects supervisor who has worked on more than a dozen Bond films.
Fittings include: Rear smoke screen delivery system, Rear simulated oil
slick delivery system, Revolving number plates front and rear (triple plates),
Simulated twin front machine guns, Bullet resistant rear shield, Battering
rams front and rear, Simulated tyre slasher, Removable passenger seat roof
panel (optional equipment), Simulated radar screen tracker map, Telephone
in driver’s door, Gear knob actuator button, Armrest and centre consolemounted switchgear, Under-seat hidden weapons/storage tray, Remote
control for gadget activation.

For more of the latest news and press releases go to freecarmag.com
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Automotive
Art
TV

HEAVY METAL...

INSPIRED BY EVOQUE
...except these are
lightweight wall hangings
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Wanted

Geckota
C-01 VK64 Racing
Chronograph

FORMULA 1 CAR BY CAR 1950 59 PETER HIGHAM £50.00

CAR FACTS DISC £17.00
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Buy Now
ORDER: NOW
FROM
£23,500

COUNTRYMAN
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AVAILABLE:
NOW
FROM £14,135

JEAN-CHARLES DE CASTELBAJAC

AVAILABLE:
NOW
FROM £13,995

SSANGYONG TIVOLI
freecarmag.com 25

1M RULE MAKES ‘SOCIAL
DISTANCING’ ROAD BLOCKAGES

Many current and proposed road blockages are now unnecessary argue the ABD.
Spokesperson Paul Biggs explains:
“Anti-car authorities all over the UK have relished the chance to obstruct motorised traffic
under the guise of encouraging walking and cycling by enabling 2 metre distancing. Most of
these schemes have dubious merit and many have simply resulted in making life more
difficult for drivers, clogging up the roads whilst the extra space remains virtually unused.
With the expected announcement that a 1 metre gap is sufficient, there is even less
justification for such schemes. Existing schemes should be scrapped and no further
schemes pursued. The roads must be allowed to flow freely to get the economy back on
track.”

PERFORMANCE
FINALLY
WINTER!
WITHOUT THE POUNDS

SINCERA I SN110
EUROWINTER I HS01

High-end winter tyre generation with state-of-the-art technology. ‘Miura-Ori’
ideal choice
for cost-conscious
compact
and midsize stiffening
car drivers.
3D sipeThe
technology,
4D nano
design compound
and micro-optimised
of the tread
blockswith
combine
satisfying 4D-Nano
winter characteristics
with lowand
noise
and
Equipped
the Advanced
Design technology
ECORUN
outstanding
performance
in wet conditions.
features,
the SINCERA
SN110 is engineered for safety, reliability

and comfort.
www.falkentyres.co.uk

TYRES
falkentyre.com

Brown
CarGuy
Says...
T

#BrownCarGuy

REVIEW

WATCH MY VIDEO REVIEW OF THIS CAR

Audi A4 35 TFSI

A

mid-life refresh for
the Audi A4 has left
it with more road
presence thanks to
an aggressive front restyle,
a smoother rear, and sharp
side blisters that accentuate the wheel arches just
enough to stay the right side
of decorous. Whilst it has a
more substantial presence
it can still do suave, sophisticated but discreet as is the
Audi way.
Superbly crafted and ﬁnished as it is, the interior
remains largely familiar. In
the beautifully resolved and
logically laid-out cockpit, the
only anomaly is the vast centre touch screen standing
oddly tall and proud of the
dashboard.
The ride in particularly is
superb thanks to standard
and sensible 18-inch alloy
wheels, and especially as
our test car is ﬁtted with
‘comfort suspension and
damping control’ – a £1000
option. With further options
including a premium sound
system, metallic paint and
S-Line full LED lighting
package (another grand)
the total price for this actu-

28 freecarmag.com

al car is nearly £40k.
Sink into the black leather sport seats in this A4 35
TFSI Sport S Tronic, and
such
tightly-hewn
opulence may lull you into not
just an shakeable sense of
well-being, but a surge of
smugness at the remarkably
decent value for such an executive car park winner. Not
least because there is room
aplenty for tall drivers and
passengers.
Your smugness might be
soured just a tad at the realisation that under the bonnet
is ‘just’ a 150bhp 2.0-litre turbocharged four-cylinder engine mated to a 7-speed auto
driving the front wheels. But
any scoffs will be quelled
by 0-62mph acceleration in
a respectable 8.9 seconds
thanks to 270Nm (200lb ft)
of torque, and a top speed
of 140mph, and subjectively it feels quicker still than
the stats imply. Additionally
fuel consumption is about
40mpg (which I achieved)
and CO2 emissions are
136g/km.
It’s a dependable and unrelentingly obedient companion that demands little

of you. Even being stuck in
lengthy traﬃc is not a chore,
especially as climate control
is spot-on and the stereo
rocks.
Every now and then when
traﬃc dissolved and the road
became winding it proved
rapid enough, easy to overtake in, surefooted through
apexes, and not as inclined
to understeer as its forebears, with faithful, if light,
steering. It’s forte, however,
is in cosseting and delivering
you to your destination with
minimum fuss and fatigue.
And for that, combined with
its solidity and irreproachable quality, it’s easy to recommend.

hat’s outrageous! Look
at how engorged they
are! Size does matter and
those are too big. I’m
referring of course to the
apoplectic disgust at BMW’s
latest treatment of its own
signature kidney grille design
insignia as seen on the latest
4 Series. Nice car, shame
about those huge nostrils
seemed to be the consensus
at large (yes I deliberately
said ‘large’).
However I’m not really
that bothered, I think it’s
a grower. And anyway, the
vertically elongated layout of
the kidneys has precedence
in BMW’s historical back
catalogue - go back to the
1940s and 50s. Admittedly
they weren’t as gawpingly
huge.
Still it’s a bit of red herring
I fear, because the real issue
with the 4 Series has nothing
to do with its styling. That
was just a distraction hiding
the more insidious issue
of this being the ﬁrst BMW
coupe/sporty thing to NOT
come with a manual gearbox
offering. It’s only available
with an 8-speed automatic.
Cry out in anguish with me:
‘Save the Manual!’

REVIEW

Toyota
Corolla
Hybrid
Hatchback

T

he Toyota Corolla is presently only
available as either a 1.8 or 2.0 hybrid
putting out 120bhp and 184bhp respectively. This 1.8 hybrid drives the front
wheels through a CVT automatic gearbox.
It’s capable of reaching 112mph and accelerating from 0-62mph in 10.9 seconds
- which doesn’t sound like much but belies
the lively initial acceleration available.
It’s also very fuel eﬃcient with 5566mpg quoted and emissions are just
83g/km. Trim levels include basic, Design,
Sport and Excel with prices starting from
£24k.

Appearing low-slung and sporty, it
remains as practical as ever with a decent
sized boot including underﬂoor compartments and 60/40 split-folding rear seats. It
proved a little tighter than I’d anticipated
for my 6ft 2in in the rear, but no issues up
front. There are two digital screens serving
up information about how the hybrid is
working and scoring the eﬃciency of your
driving, but strangely no Apple Carplay and
Android Auto on this version.
There is an Eco mode though
frankly Normal works just as
well, and in Sport the car
performed remarkably
well, livening up the
response and eagerness. However
what the Corolla
really wants
to do is make
your life as
effortless as
possible, and
cosset you
on the way to
wherever you
choose to go.

It majors on ride and
reﬁnement and the supertight construction of the cabin, the quality ﬁt and ﬁnish,
and the generally mature and reassuring
ambiance. It’s a bit of a no-brainer.

WATCH MY VIDEO REVIEW OF THIS CAR

O

ne of the world’s best hot hatches from just £21,775? Oh yes, that
will buy you a Ford Fiesta ST with a
snorting, crackling, popping 200bhp 1.5-litre Ecoboost Turbo engine. There’s also
290Nm of torque (214lb ft) which gets the
pocket rocket from rest to 62mph in 6.5 seconds and onto a top speed of 144mph. The
engine is eager to yowl, and potent enough
to catapult this thing down the road with
alacrity that’ll leave you constantly grinning
- and that’s just to the shops and back

PREVIEW

It’ll swallow a suitcase or two, accommodate most of your friends and it’ll remain
a dependable, daily drive. Useful enough,
but compact enough to squeeze into ﬁercely fought-over city parking spots, slide
through width restrictions, and stay light
on the go-juice with mpg ﬁgures well in the
30s and CO2 emissions are 136g/km.
Around town the controls are light unless you put it into Sports mode for a heftier steering, and the gearbox is a delight
to stir. It’s reasonably steady and stable on

Ford Fiesta ST

the motorway but leave the highway for
the more twisty and tortuous byways and
the ride remains decent.
The Fiesta feels light, but grippy, planted but lively - there’s a hint of understeer
if you provoke it and there’s tram-lining
if you don’t tell the steering who’s boss.
But it’s never belligerent and it’s always
exciting. The poise, precision, and truly
engaging entertainment factor of this Fiesta ST presents a winning and enticing
argument.

WATCH MY VIDEO REVIEW OF THIS CAR
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POWERED BY

MOTORING MADE EASY

SHORTLISTED
FOR NEWSPRESS
MAGAZINE
OF THE YEAR

Blonde

AMBITION
INSIDE THE REMARKABLE
MARILYN MONROE: THE LEGACY
OF A LEGEND EXHIBITION

RUSSELL CROWE & RYAN
GOSLING GO BACK TO 1977
FOOTBALLER’S DRIVES
ZLATAN – THE VOLVO MOVIE
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...Buy ‘Demotorized’
from Amazon

flyscreenqueen.co.uk
01760 441423
folding roller sliding and chain
screens for doors and windows for home
and business, diy kits only

