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We try on some ultra cool T-Shirts 
with a distinctly Swedish theme 
which might be turbocharged...

CommunistCommunist
Chinese Cars?Chinese Cars?
                                                                      

Should you buy...Should you buy...

 Get the
Look

& from companies& from companies
that work within the People's Republic?that work within the People's Republic?
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THE TEAM

The great thing about being Free Car Mag is that we are just 
that, free. Free to write about what we please. Difficult things. 
   I was rather interested in what car manufacturers thought 

about operating in China. Sadly, in just about every instance, they 
had nothing to share with us, which was a shame. Right now 
cooperating with a Communist political system would not seem to 
be the most ethical thing to do. Indeed, unravelling themsleves from 
a globalised system that has caused plenty of supply chain issues 
recently would be the smart, business thing to do. For the rest of us 
Bangernomics Mag (www.bangernomics.com) offers a positive way 
forward. 
   Instead, car manufacturers prefer to stay away from the really 
important issues. They could of course choose to be free. 
Meanwhile...say hello to Shazhad Sheikh who has been writing 
about and driving all the exciting cars for decades as #browncarguy. 
  See you next time.

MG India brand ambassador MG India brand ambassador 
Benedict CumberbatchBenedict Cumberbatch
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News, Events 
& Celebs

PIPPA FUNNELL MBE + THE NEW SSANGYONG REXTON 
Double Top British horsewomen and member of the 2016 Olympic Team GB, Pippa Funnell MBE has taken delivery of her new SsangYong 
Rexton Ultimate. As a brand ambassador for SsangYong – which is Korea’s oldest 4x4 and SUV specialist producer, Pippa represents the 
company at all the major equestrian events she attends. Pippa Funnell added: “I am really excited about driving the new model year Rexton 
and delighted to be continuing my relationship with SsangYong.  In the equestrian world it is essential to have a reliable 4-wheel drive 
vehicle that’s capable of towing a large horse or work trailer loaded with heavy jumps around the farm, and to get me to events often in 
wet, muddy conditions.”

British Olympic 
rider Pippa Funnell, 
is a former three-

time winner of 
Badminton and 

former European 
Champion. 

ALEX BRAGG TO REPRESENT SSANGYONG 
Alex is ranked inside the top ten riders in the world and has achieved many top five placings at the pinnacle of the sport at level 5. Alex, who 
has featured on Rudall's round up on horse and country TV, as well as having other TV appearances,  is hoping to enter aiming for the 
Zagreb Europeans in the summer, said;  “I am really excited to support the SsangYong brand as they enter the equine market in the UK.  I’m 
proud to be an ambassador and showcase the off road and towing capabilities of the Rexton and the Musso pick-up, which I believe will be 
invaluable to me when moving horses, and jumps and to get me to wet and muddy events in the winter!” 
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company at all the major equestrian events she attends. Pippa Funnell added: “I am really excited about driving the new model year Rexton 

Sporting Heroes 
accepted challenge 
to drift, slalom and 

donut Caterham 
Seven 

 Spotted
in 

Arjeplog
Sweden

ANTHONY JOSHUA CELEBRATE GOLDEN JUBILEE 
Arjeplog is also home to the Jaguar Land Rover Ice Academy, where customers experience the thrill of dynamic ice driving, under 
careful instruction from world-class driving experts. World heavyweight boxing champion Anthony Joshua OBE experienced the 
extreme conditions as part of the celebrations, where he learned the art of winter driving under the expert supervision of Academy 
instructors. Obviously a lot of celebrations was planned for June, but it has been postponed for the time being. 
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News, Events 
& Celebs 

PLAYMOBIL: THE MOVIE  + PORSCHE MISSION E
Electric secret agent car: the Porsche Mission E sports car has a role in the animated family film from Playmobil. The concept car is the 
prototype for the first all-electric Porsche, the Taycan. In the movie, the character of secret agent Rex Dasher drives a white Mission E. 
This electric sports car that has a number of remarkable functions. In PLAYMOBIL: THE MOVIE, a girl called Marla has to bring home her 
younger brother Charlie after he disappears into an animated Playmobil universe. On her journey through new worlds, Marla 
encounters very different companions: a food truck owner, a robot, a fairy and Rex Dasher.

SPOTTED 
OUT AND 
ABOUT

 Extreme 
Enduro



Get 
the 
look
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Girl
1 Abarth 595 £18,764 
2  Shoes  -  New Look £23.99
3 Necklace - Peacocks £7.00
4  Dress - Pretty Little Thing £17.99
5  Bracelet - Peacocks £4.00

Bloke
6  Jacket - House of Fraser £40.00
7  Shirt - Debenhams £12.00
8  Trousers - H&M £14.99
9  Tie - Ties R Us £7.99
10  Hat - Party 365.com £5.59
11  Shoes - Shoe Zone £16.99
12  Belt - Asos £14.00

ABARTH 595 AND LUPIN III: TOGETHER AGAIN
We found this down the back of the Free Car Mag sofa and simply could not resist it. Just in case you wondered,  forty years 
after the immortal manga masterpiece “Lupin the Third: The Castle of Cagliostro”, the world’s most famous thief returns to 
the cinema with a spectacular new film, together with his inseparable Fiat 500. So this is a mangnificent manga film that 
we are going to have to track down just to satisfy our own curiosity. We also wanted to satisfy our own need to be so 
sharply tunred out. That's why this image is front and centre of our latest Get the Look. We will soon be asking for reader 
suggestions for these or we will just go back in the archive, for the moment though, let's get the manga inspired look.
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Communism & Cars

  China China 
CrisisCrisis

Communism is a terrible way to run a country and should not be encouraged. Yet 
Western consumers seem quite happy to buy from a system that is cruel to its 

people and doesn’t care about the rest of the world. That’s everything from rubbish 
in the pound shop to iPhones and cars. Is it time we changed?

L I F A N  3 2 0 
Not a MINI, just one of 
many Chinese rip offs, 
at least this had a go at 
imagining what a four door 
might look like.
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Porsche 911 Turbo

4IPVME�XF�DBSF�BCPVU�XIFSF�PVS�DBST�BSF�NBEF �.PTUMZ�JU�JT�JSSFMFWBOU��-JLF�NPTU�DPOTVNFS�HPPET�UIF�GBDUPSZ�XIFSF�JU�JT�NBEF�JO�NFBOT�OPUIJOH�UP�UIF�FOE�VTFS��5IF�QSPEVDU�KVTU�IBT�UP�CF�BPSEBCMF�UIBU�VTVBMMZ�NFBOT�DIFBQ�BOE�CF�BCMF�UP�EP�UIF�KPC��7FSZ�GFX�CVZFST�XJMM�CF�DPODFSOFE�BCPVU�UIF�GBDUPSZ�DPOEJUJPOT�PS�UIBU�DPVOUSZT�SFHJNF��*U�JT�BGUFS�BMM�KVTU�B�DBS�����&YDFQU�UIBU�DBST�BSF�TQFDJBM��2VJUF�PGUFO�UIFZ�BSF�CPVHIU�UP�NBLF�B�QPJOU��.BLF�VT�GFFM�TQFDJBM��5IFZ�BSF�OPU�DIFBQ�FJUIFS��*U�JTOU�MJLF�CVZJOH�B�QBJS�PG�DIFBQ�QBOUT�UIBU�NJHIU�TVSWJWF�B�DPVQMF�PG�IPU�XBTIFT��8F�XBOU�UP�GFFM�HPPE�BCPVU�PVSTFMWFT�BOE�RVJUF�QPTTJCMZ�NBLF�B�TUBUFNFOU�UP�PVS�OFYU�EPPS�OFJHICPVST�BT�XFMM�BT�HFU�PVS�TIPQQJOH�JO�UIF�CPPU�����4P�JG�ZPV�XFSF�BXBSF�UIBU�UIF�DPOEJUJPOT�VOEFS�XIJDI�ZPVS�WFIJDMF�XBT�NBEF�JT�EBOHFSPVT�BOE�QPTTJCMZ�PQQSFTTJWF�ZPV�NJHIU�IBWF�DBVTF�GPS�DPODFSO��"�DBTF�JO�QPJOU�XPVME�CF�B�DBS�NBEF�VOEFS�UIF�XBUDIGVM�FZF�PG�UIF�$IJOFTF�$PNNVOJTU�1BSUZ�	$$1
�����6OGPSUVOBUFMZ�GPS�UIF�$IJOFTF�QFPQMF�UIF�$$1�IBT�NVSEFSFE�CVMMJFE�BOE�NJTUSFBUFE�UIFN�TJODF��TU�0DUPCFS�������*O������.BP�MBVODIFE�UIF�(SFBU�-FBQ�'PSXBSE�UIBU�BJNFE�UP�SBQJEMZ�USBOTGPSN�$IJOBT�FDPOPNZ�GSPN�BHSBSJBO�UP�JOEVTUSJBM�XIJDI�MFE�UP�UIF�EFBEMJFTU�GBNJOF�JO�IJTUPSZ�BOE�UIF�EFBUIT�PG�UFOT�PG�NJMMJPOT�PG�QFPQMF�CFUXFFO������BOE�������4P�NBOZ�UIBU�UIFSF�BSF�OP�BDDVSBUF�HVSFT��*G�ZPV�XFSF�UBVHIU�JO�TDIPPM�UIBU�UIF�/B[JT�XFSF�CBE�XFMM�$PNNVOJTN�BT�BO�JEFPMPHZ�IBT�LJMMFE�B�TUBHHFSJOH�OVNCFS�PG�QFPQMF�XIP�XFSF�OPU�QSFQBSFE�UP�HP�BMPOH�XJUI�JU����5IBU�JT�USBHJD�BOE�UFSSJCMF�CVU�JU�XBT�B�HFOFSBUJPO�BHP��8IBU�BCPVU�SJHIU�OPX �8FMM�EPOU�UBLF�PVS�XPSE�GPS�JU�ZPV�DBO�DIFDL�UIJT�PVU�GPS�ZPVSTFMWFT�����-FUT�UBLF�B�MPPL�BU�)VNBO�3JHIUT�8BUDI�PXO�8PSME�3FQPSU�������"DDPSEJOH�UP�&YFDVUJWF�%JSFDUPS�,FOOFUI�3PUI�$IJOBT�HPWFSONFOU�TFFT�IVNBO�SJHIUT�BT�BO�FYJTUFOUJBM�UISFBU��*UT�SFBDUJPO�DPVME�QPTF�BO�FYJTUFOUJBM�UISFBU�UP�UIF�SJHIUT�PG�QFPQMF�XPSMEXJEF��

���"U�IPNF�UIF�$IJOFTF�$PNNVOJTU�1BSUZ�XPSSJFE�UIBU�QFSNJUUJOH�QPMJUJDBM�GSFFEPN�XPVME�KFPQBSEJ[F�JUT�HSBTQ�PO�QPXFS�IBT�DPOTUSVDUFE�BO�0SXFMMJBO�IJHI�UFDI�TVSWFJMMBODF�TUBUF�BOE�B�TPQIJTUJDBUFE�JOUFSOFU�DFOTPSTIJQ�TZTUFN�UP�NPOJUPS�BOE�TVQQSFTT�QVCMJD�DSJUJDJTN��"CSPBE�JU�VTFT�JUT�HSPXJOH�FDPOPNJD�DMPVU�UP�TJMFODF�DSJUJDT�BOE�UP�DBSSZ�PVU�UIF�NPTU�JOUFOTF�BUUBDL�PO�UIF�HMPCBM�TZTUFN�GPS�FOGPSDJOH�IVNBO�SJHIUT�TJODF�UIBU�TZTUFN�CFHBO�UP�FNFSHF�JO�UIF�NJE����UI�DFOUVSZ�����*G�ZPV�XBOU�EFUBJMT�UIFSF�JT�B�IVHF�BNPVOU�PG�UFSSJCMF�FWFOUT�UP�EJH�UISPVHI�BOE�MFUT�DPOTJEFS�B�GFX�PG�UIF�DVSSFOU�JTTVFT�UIBU�UIF�$$1�IBWF�DSFBUFE��5IFSFT�3FMJHJPVT�QFSTFDVUJPO�FTQFDJBMMZ�PG�$ISJTUJBOT�BOE�6ZHIVS�BOE�,B[BLI�FUIOJD�.VTMJNT��5IBU�IBT�SFTVMUFE�JO�SFFEVDBUJPO�DBNQT�FTTFOUJBMMZ�QSJTPOT�XIFSF�JOEJHFOPVT�MBOHVBHFT�BOE�SFMJHJPO�JT�ESVNNFE�PVU�PG�UIF�QFPQMF��5P�LFFQ�B�MJE�PO�JU�BMM�UIFSF�JT�UIF�TPDJBM�DSFEJU�TZTUFN�XIJDI�JT�FTTFOUJBMMZ�#JH�#SPUIFS��$SFEJU�TDPSFT�BSF�BTTJHOFE�UP�FBDI�JOEJWJEVBM�CBTFE�PO�UIFJS�CFIBWJPVS�XIJDI�BSF�USBOTMBUFE�JOUP�B�WBSJFUZ�PG�SFXBSET�BOE�QVOJTINFOUT��.PTUMZ�QVOJTINFOUT�TVDI�BT�SFTUSJDUJPOT�PO�USBWFM�BOE�FNQMPZNFOU��5IFO�UIFSF�JT�)POH�,POH�BOE�5JCFU����$IJOB�BT�SVO�CZ�UIF�$$1�JO������JT�WFSZ�NVDI�(FPSHFT�0SXFMMT�������&WFSZ�SFDPSE�IBT�CFFO�EFTUSPZFE�PS�GBMTJFE�FWFSZ�CPPL�SFXSJUUFO�FWFSZ�QJDUVSF�IBT�CFFO�SFQBJOUFE�FWFSZ�TUBUVF�BOE�TUSFFU�CVJMEJOH�IBT�CFFO�SFOBNFE�FWFSZ�EBUF�IBT�CFFO�BMUFSFE��"OE�UIF�QSPDFTT�JT�DPOUJOVJOH�EBZ�CZ�EBZ�BOE�NJOVUF�CZ�NJOVUF��)JTUPSZ�IBT�TUPQQFE��/PUIJOH�FYJTUT�FYDFQU�BO�FOEMFTT�QSFTFOU�JO�XIJDI�UIF�1BSUZ�JT�BMXBZT�SJHIU�����0OF�NJHIU�RVFTUJPO�XIZ�&VSPQFBO�+BQBOFTF�BOE�"NFSJDBO�DBS�NBOVGBDUVSFST�XPVME�DIPPTF�UP�DP�PQFSBUF�XJUI�$IJOFTF�DPNQBOJFT�FTQFDJBMMZ�JG�UIFZ�BSF�EJSFDUMZ�MJOLFE�UP�UIF�TUBUF��
1MFBTF�UVSO�PWFS���

  China China 
CrisisCrisis
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Communism & Cars

  Made in Made in 
China...China...

...but quite often designed in Europe, Korea and Japan. 
The sheer enormity of the Chinese car market is staggering as 

is the involvement of the world’s vehicle manufacturers.
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Porsche 911 Turbo

5IF�$IJOFTF�DBS�NBSLFU�JT�RVJUF�TJNQMZ�UIF�CJHHFTU�JO�UIF�XPSME�BDDPVOUJOH�GPS����NJMMJPO�WFIJDMF�TBMFT�TP�UIBUT�XIZ�UIF�NBKPSJUZ�PG�UIF�MBSHFTU�DBS�NBLFST�IBWF�CFFO�UIFSF�GPS�ZFBST��*O�PSEFS�UP�FOUFS�UIBU�NBSLFU�UIFZ�BSF�SFRVJSFE�UP�QBSUOFS�XJUI�MPDBM�BOE�TUBUF�PXOFE�CVTJOFTTFT����-BTU�ZFBS�JO�'FCSVBSZ�UIF�UJFT�CFUXFFO�&VSPQF�UIF�OVNCFS�UXP�DBS�NBSLFU�BOE�$IJOB�CFDBNF�TUSPOHFS�XIFO�BU�B�TVNNJU�IFME�JO�#SVTTFMT�UIF�&VSPQFBO�"VUPNPCJMF�.BOVGBDUVSFST�"TTPDJBUJPO�	"$&"
�BOE�UIF�$IJOFTF�"TTPDJBUJPO�PG�"VUPNPCJMF�.BOVGBDUVSFST�	$"".
�ˊ�TJHOFE�B�DPPQFSBUJPO�BHSFFNFOU����4QFBLJOH�BU�UIF�UJNF�UIF�"$&"T����NFNCFST�BSF�USVMZ�HMPCBM�DPNQBOJFT�XJUI�B�TUSPOH�QSFTFODF�JO�$IJOB�BOE�PUIFS�XPSME�SFHJPOT��$IJOB�JT�BMTP�UIF�OVNCFS�UXP�EFTUJOBUJPO�GPS�&6�QBTTFOHFS�DBS�FYQPSUT�TBJE�&SJL�+POOBFSU�"$&"�4FDSFUBSZ�(FOFSBM��5IBU�JT�XIZ�XF�TUSPOHMZ�CFMJFWF�JO�GVSUIFS�TUSFOHUIFOJOH�UIF�UJFT�CFUXFFO�PVS�BTTPDJBUJPOT��5PEBZT�TJHOJOH�PG�UIF�BHSFFNFOU�JT�B�MBOENBSL�NPNFOU�JO�UIJT�QSPDFTT����%POH�:BOH�$"".�&YFDVUJWF�7JDF�$IBJSNBO�BMTP�DPNNFOUFE��4P�UIBU�UIF�$IJOFTF�BVUP�JOEVTUSZ�DBO�DPOUJOVF�UP�PVSJTI�XF�OFFE�UP�TUSFOHUIFO�PVS�QPMJDJFT�TUBOEBSET�BOE�SFHVMBUJPOT��5P�UIJT�FOE�XF�BSF�TFFLJOH�FYUFOTJWF�JOUFSOBUJPOBM�DPPQFSBUJPO�UP�BMJHO�PVS�JOEVTUSZ�NPSF�TUSPOHMZ�XJUI�UIF�HMPCBM�NBSLFU��0VS�DPPQFSBUJPO�XJUI�"$&"�JT�FYUSFNFMZ�JNQPSUBOU�BT�JU�XJMM�FOBCMF�VT�UP�MFBSO�GSPN�&VSPQFT�NBUVSF�TUBOEBSET�BOE�SFHVMBUJPO�TZTUFN��5IJT�QBSUOFSTIJQ�XJMM�CF�PG�NVUVBM�CFOFU�UP�UIF�$IJOFTF�BOE�&VSPQFBO�BVUPNPCJMF�JOEVTUSJFT����5IFSF�ZPV�IBWF�JU�UIJT�JT�B�HMPCBM�JOEVTUSZ�BOE�UIF�DPNQBOJFT�JOWPMWFE�BMM�XBOU�UP�XPSL�UPHFUIFS�UP�NBLF�NPOFZ��5IFZ�EPOU�DBSF�BCPVU�UIF�DPVOUSJFT�XIFSF�UIFZ�BSF�OPNJOBMMZ�CBTFE�PS�XPSL�JO��0CWJPVTMZ�XF�BTLFE�GPS�DPNNFOUT�BCPVU�UIF�XBZ�$IJOB�JT�SVO�GSPN�BMM�UIF�&VSPQFBO�+BQBOFTF�BOE�,PSFBO�DPNQBOJFT�JOWPMWFE�BT�XFMM�BT�"$&"��8IFSF�SFMFWBOU�XF�EFUBJM�UIF�SFTQPOTFT��.PTU�UIPVHI�TBX�JU�BT�B�QPMJUJDBM�JTTVF�TP�SFGVTFE�UP�NBLF�BOZ�DPNNFOU��4VSFMZ�UIF�JTTVFT�SBJTFE�CZ�$IJOBT�CFIBWJPVS�JT�GVOEBNFOUBMMZ�B�NPSBM�POF �*U�JTOU�QPMJUJDBM�CFDBVTF�JU�JT�OPU�BT�JG�UIFSF�BOZ�BMUFSOBUJWF�QBSUJFT�UP�WPUF�GPS�JO�BO�FMFDUJPO��/PU�MFBTU�CFDBVTF�UIFSF�BSF�OP�TVDI�UIJOHT�JO�$IJOB����+VTU�BT�UIF�QISBTF�#MPPE�%JBNPOET�JT�BUUSJCVUFE�UP�QSFDJPVT�

TUPOFT�NJOFE�JO�B�XBS�[POF�TP�TVSFMZ�UIFSF�TIPVME�CF�BO�FRVJWBMFOU�GPS�DPPQFSBUJOH�XJUI�BO�PQQSFTTJWF�SFHJNF�TVDI�BT�B�$PNNJF�3FE�$BST ���*U�JT�VQ�UP�DPOTVNFST�UP�DIBOHF�UIFJS�CVZJOH�IBCJUT�BOE�EFNBOE�UIF�DPNQBOJFT�UIFZ�EFBM�XJUI�DIBOHF�UIF�XBZ�UIFZ�PQFSBUF��/FWFS�NJOE�WFIJDMFT�"QQMF�J1IPOFT�BOE�DPNQVUFST�BSF�BMTP�QBSU�PG�UIF�QSPCMFN��(MPCBM�DPNQBOJFT�EFTQJUF�XIBU�UIFZ�MJLF�UP�UFMM�VT�JO�DPSQPSBUF�WJEFPT�BEWFSUJTFNFOUT�BOE�QSFTT�BDUJWJUJFT�BCPVU�IPX�NVDI�UIFZ�DBSF�BCPVU�IVNBOLJOE�BDUVBMMZ�EPOU��5IJT�JT�FTQFDJBMMZ�USVF�JG�UIFZ�DPOUJOVF�UP�EP�CVTJOFTT�XJUI�UIF�$PNNVOJTU�1BSUZ�PG�$IJOB������$POTVNFST�IBWF�UP�RVFTUJPO�UIF�PSJHJOT�PG�HPPET�UIFZ�BSF�CVZJOH��#PZDPUU�UIPTF�DPNQBOJFT�JG�UIFZ�EP�OPU�MJLF�UIF�BOTXFS�BOE�MFU�UIFN�LOPX�XIZ�UIFZ�BSF�SFGVTJOH�UP�CVZ��"GUFS�UIBU�UIFZ�IBWF�UP�UFMM�GSJFOET�OFJHICPVST�BOE�GBNJMZ�UIBU�UIFZ�BSF�NBLJOH�B�QSJODJQMFE�TUBOE��*U�JT�QPTTJCMF�UP�UBLF�JU�GVSUIFS�BOE�UIBU�XPVME�CF�MFUUJOH�UIFJS�NFNCFST�PG�1BSMJBNFOU�LOPX�XIBU�UIFZ�BSF�EPJOH������4JTUFS�QVCMJDBUJPO�#BOHFSOPNJDT�.BH�IBT�TPNF�DPOTUSVDUJWF�TVHHFTUJPOT�UP�NBLF�JO�UIF�DVSSFOU�BVUPNPUJWF�DMJNBUF�PWFS�XIBU�DBO�CF�EPOF�UP�TVQQPSU�UIF�JOEJHFOPVT�#SJUJTI�DBS�JOEVTUSZ��XXX�CBOHFSOPNJDT�DPN
)FSF�JT�B�CSJFG�BOE�OPU�FYBDUMZ�DPNQSFIFOTJWF�SPVOE�VQ�PG�UIF�$IJOFTF�DBS�JOEVTUSZ�BOE�DPNQBOJFT�UIFZ�EP�CVTJOFTT�XJUI�

S A I C -  1 9 5 5 
Here is one of China’s largest state-owned car makers 
originally making saloons for middle order Communist 
party officials. The joint venture that changed everything 
was with Volkswagen, which gained the largest foothold in 
what wasn’t even an emerging market at the time, 1984. 
American General Motors linked up with them in 1997. 
They managed to acquire Morris Garages, better known as 
MG by taking over Nanjing Automobile Group. Previously 
assembled in Birmingham from kits, these cars are now 
produced in China. The UK based press office has nothing to 
say about anything.
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B A I C  -  1 9 5 8
Beijing Automotive Industry Holding 
Company was right there at the beginning of 
the shift from agriculture to making cars is 
State owned BAIC. As well as making their own 
brand vehicles. They have had joint venture 
agreements with Hyundai and Mercedes. Neither 
company wanted to comment on this relationship. 
They produce their own versions of the Mercedes 
E and A Class. They also bought the rights to make 
Saab vehicles.

C H E R Y  -  1 9 9 7 
Claims to be the first Chinese automotive 
brand started with Government help. It has a 
brace of brands including Rely and Riich, but is 
now best known for its joint venture with Tata 
Motors for the production of Jaguar and Land 
Rover. There was no comment. 

Made in China

C H A N G A N  A U T O M O B I L E  G R O U P
1 8 6 2 
Here’s a state owned company, which is considerably older than 
the Communist regime. It goes all the way back to the Qing 
dynasty, but the important period is right now. It produces cars 
under its own and Hafei names has a bunch of joint ventures 
with Citroen, DS, Ford, Mazda and Peugeot. 
   When asked to comment on their operations in China, there 
was no response from any of the European, American 
companies or Mazda. The PSA Groups are ending their loss 
making association with Changan, but not pulling out of China. 

However Suzuki have partially retreated from the market when 
they transferred their equity in Changan 
back to the company in September 2018. They still license the 
production and sale of Suzuki models. Incidentally, Changan 
have a research and development centre in Birmingham in order 
to develop models for the European market.
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G R E A T  W A L L   1 9 8 4 
Commercial vehicle maker, which went on to make 
most of China’s SUVs. They have assembly plants 
around the world including, Russia and Bulgaria. 
In 2018 they made an agreement with BMW to 
produce electric versions of the MINI.

G A C  -  1 9 5 5
Now in the top six of Chinese car makers it has an awful lot of 
joint ventures. It sells its own cars as Trumpchi although the 
first one in 2010 was actually an Alfa Romeo 166 underneath. 
So along with its relationship with the Fiat Group, they also 
produce Honda, Isuzu, Mitsubishi and Toyota models.

B R I L L I A N C E  A U T O  G R O U P  -  1 9 9 2
The origins go way back to the late ‘50s and a humble repair shop. Then they built Toyota related minibuses a production association 
that continues today. They have Jinbei and Huasong brands, but it is Brilliance, which gets all the attention with close ties to BMW. 
Their joint venture from 2003 results in Chinese versions of the 1,2,3 and 5 Series as well as the X1. There is also a Joint venture to 
manufacture and sell light commercial vehicles under the Jinbei, Renault and Huasong brands.



 H O T  F U N K Y  H A T C H B A C K
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F A W  ( F I R S T  A U T O M O B I L E 
W O R K S )  -  1 9 5 3
   This is supposed to be China’s oldest car manufacturer and 
is one of the largest of the state owned operations. They were 
early to the joint venture game when in 1990 they linked up 
with Volkswagen. The current Hongqi L5 V12 is impossibly cool 
to look at and was the car made for senior Communist party 
officials. 
   As well as VW, Audi, General Motors, Mazda and Toyota. 
Toyota had nothing to say but just issued a statement (April 
20th 2020) that the Toyota Motor Corporation (Toyota) will 
restructure their management systems with the aim of 
achieving sustainable growth in China. The details are very 
boring indeed.
   VW did not want to comment, but via Audi they were much 
more forthcoming by issuing the following statement.
 

“Globally the Volkswagen Group takes its corporate human 
rights responsibilities seriously. We comply with all national laws 
within the framework of international requirements and, in the 
event of deviations, seek dialogue and examine measures within 
the scope of influence possible as a company.
   “We represent and live our own ethical values in China 
and ensure that our work with all our factories, distribution 
companies and suppliers is based on our principles, which 
include respect for minorities, employee representation 
and social and labor standards. We are committed to our 
responsibility in all areas of our business where we hold direct 
authority. 
       “Audi’s long term commitment to China has not changed 
at all. Audi has long-term confidence in China’s role in shaping 
global mobility.”

Made in China

D O N G F E N G  M O T O R  C O R P O R A T I O N  -  1 9 6 9 
One of the largest Chinese state-owned manufacturers, with headquarters in Wuhan, which has been in the news recently. It has 
links that go right to the top of the Communist party tree to the leader at the time, Mao Zedong. The idea was to make this company 
a crucial part of the Communist party’s Third Front industrial strategy to protect the country from foreign invasion. Interesting 
that they now have so many joint ventures with European and Japanese companies. As well as their own sub brands, they have 
relationships with Honda, Kia, Nissan, Renault and the PSA Group. None of these companies wanted to comment.
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F I N A L L Y . . . W I T H  A D D E D  T E S L A 
We have only scratched the surface of the Chinese car industry as Hyundai have associations with Hawtai and JAC. Jiangling make 
a version of the Ford Transit. There are also electric vehicle joint ventures such as Denza with Daimler and Zinoro with BMW. 
Actually when it comes to EVs Tesla have begun production of vehicles at their Tesla Giga Shanghai factory, delivering Model 3s 
from December 2019. These are for the Chinese market so that they don’t attract tariffs if exported to the USA. Indeed, the whole 
issue of electric cars and the sourcing of rare earth materials for electric cars, which mainly come from China, should be open to 
question. Meanwhile, the mainstream motoring car manufacturers seem happy to work within the constraints applied to them by 
the Chinese Communist party. Worth remembering when you are considering your next brand new car purchase.

G E E L E Y  -  1 9 8 6
This is an interesting one. Geely, officially known as Zhejiang Geely Holding Group Co. Ltd, were originally makers of fridges. It 
moved into motorcycles and scooters and eventually built their own versions of Daihatsu Charades from 1999. It was all very well 
to create anonymously badged vehicles, but they realised that buying established brands was the shortcut to making a truly global 
impact. They bought Volvo in 2010 from Ford and have controlling interests in LEVC who make the iconic London black cab and 
Lotus amongst others. They have also established Polestar and Lynk & Co to make battery vehicles aimed at the Western buyer. Oh 
yes and they also have a large shareholding in Mercedes-Benz owner, Daimler. When it comes to employment and visibility, Geely 
are the most European of all the Chinese manufacturers. Despite this they don’t have anything to say about the Communist regime 
under which they ultimately operate.



16   freecarmag.com

Grand Day Out

Wonder WorldWonder World

Kiran Parmar visited Mercedes Benz World in Surrey  
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Porsche 911 Turbo

*G�ZPV�MPWF�DBST��UIFO�ZPV�XJMM�BEPSF�WJTJUJOH�.FSDFEFT�#FO[�8PSME�XJUI�ZPVS�GBNJMZ��5IFSF�BSF�UISFF�PPST�PG�BUUSBDUJPOT�BOE�JOUFSFTUJOH�FYIJCJUT��*O�BEEJUJPO�UP�UIJT�ZPV�DBO�BSSBOHF�UP�IBWF�B�ESJWJOH�FYQFSJFODF�PS�QBTTFOHFS�SJEF�JO�B�WBSJFUZ�PG�EJFSFOU�.FSDFEFT�#FO[�BOE�".(�WFIJDMFT�5IF�TJUF�IBT�JUT�PXO�JNQSFTTJWF�)BOEMJOH�$JSDVJU�BOE�B�UFO�BDSF�P�SPBE�DPVSTF�XIFSF�ZPV�DBO�QVU�ZPVS�ESJWJOH�TLJMMT�UP�UIF�UFTU��5IFSF�BSF�BMTP�TQFDJBMJTFE�ESJWJOH�FYQFSJFODFT�GPS�VOEFS���T��1BTTFOHFS�SJEFT�TUBSU�GSPN�b���BOE�ESJWJOH�FYQFSJFODFT�TUBSU�GSPN�b���XIFSF�ZPV�DBO�ESJWF�B�"�$MBTT�#�$MBTT�PS�#�$MBTT�&MFDUSJD�GPS����NJOVUFT�BOE�HP�BMM�UIF�XBZ�VQ�UP�b����XIFSF�ZPV�XJMM�ESJWF�B�WBSJFUZ�PG�".(�WFIJDMFT�BOE�UIFO�UIF���MJUSF�UXJO�UVSCP�7��(5�3����*OTJEF�UIF�NVTFVN�ZPV�XJMM�TFF�B�WBTU�OVNCFS�PG�EJFSFOU�WFIJDMFT�PO�EJTQMBZ��*U�XBT�SFBMMZ�GBTDJOBUJOH�UP�TFF�B�SFQMJDB�PG�UIF�GBNPVT������#FO[�.PUPSXBHFO�UIF�DBS�UIBU�TUBSUFE�FWFSZUIJOH�BOE�JT�XJEFMZ�SFHBSEFE�BT�UIF�XPSMET�STU�QSPEVDUJPO�BVUPNPCJMF�"OPUIFS�JOUFSFTUJOH�IJTUPSJD�WFIJDMF�PO�EJTQMBZ�XBT�UIF���DZMJOEFS������#FO[������XIJDI�IBT�B�EJTUJODUJWF�CPBU�UBJM�SFBS�FOE�BOE�XPPEFO�CPEZ�QBOFMT����"�DBS�*�BCTPMVUFMZ�GFMM�JO�MPWF�XJUI�XBT�B�CFBVUJGVM������.FSDFEFT�#FO[�����4-�(VMMXJOH�	8���
��0OMZ������FYBNQMFT�XFSF�CVJMU�CFUXFFO������UP�������5IJT�DBS�GFBUVSFT�B�����DD�MJUSF�TJY�DZMJOEFS�FOHJOF�QSPEVDJOH�����CIQ��5IF�TUSBJHIU�TJY�FOHJOF�XBT�UIF�STU�GPVS�TUSPLF�QFUSPM�FOHJOF�UP�IBWF�GVFM�JOKFDUJPO�BOE�DPVME�UBLF�UIF�DBS�UP�����NQI�NBLJOH�JU�UIF�GBTUFTU�QSPEVDUJPO�DBS�PG�JUT�FSB��5IJT�DBS�XBT�FYUSFNFMZ�MJHIU�XFJHIU�UIBOLT�UP�JUT�UVCVMBS�TUFFM�TQBDFGSBNF�DIBTTJT�GPS�UIJT�SFBTPO�JU�XBT�HJWFO�UIF�EFTJHOBUJPO�4-�XIJDI�TUPPE�GPS�4QPSU�-FJDIU�PS�4QPSU�-JHIUXFJHIU��

#BTFE�DMPTFMZ�PO�UIF������SBDF�DBST�UIF�UVCVMBS�DIBTTJT�EFTJHO�NFBOU�HVMM�XJOH�UZQF�EPPST�XFSF�UIF�POMZ�XBZ�UIF�EPPST�DPVME�PQFSBUF��5IJT�QBSUJDVMBS�DBS�CFMPOHT�UP�.FSDFEFT�#FO[�8PSME�BOE�IBT�TVDDFTTGVMMZ�DPNQFUFE�JO�UIF�.JMMF�.JHMJB�SBDF�JO�*UBMZ�GPVS�UJNFT�JO�SFDFOU�ZFBST�*G�ZPV�QSFGFS�NPSF�NPEFSO�.FSDFEFT�#FO[�IJHI�QFSGPSNBODF�TQPSUT�DBST�UIFSF�BSF�QMFOUZ�PO�EJTQMBZ�JODMVEJOH�UIF�".(�(5$�BOE�UIF�4-4�".(�*G�ZPV�BSF�B�'��GBO�ZPV�XJMM�CF�QMFBTFE�UP�IFBS�UIBU�UIFSF�BSF�TFWFSBM�'��DBST�PO�EJTQMBZ�JODMVEJOH�.JLB�)BLLJOFOT������'��.D-BSFO�-FXJT�)BNJMUPOT������.D-BSFO�.FSDFEFT�BOE�B�IJTUPSJD������+PIO�4VSUFFT�54���'��DBS��4UJDLJOH�XJUI�'��UIFSF�JT�B�TUVOOJOH�EJTQMBZ�PG�B�.FSDFEFT�(1�1FUSPOBT�(SBOE�1SJY�DBS�FYQMPEFE�JOUP�IVOESFET�PG�QJFDFT�IBOHJOH�JO�UIF�BJS�PO�QJFDFT�PG�XJSF����'JOBMMZ�GSPN�UIF�IJTUPSJD�UP�UIF�GVUVSF�UIFSF�JT�BO�JODSFEJCMF�DPODFQU�DBS�PO�EJTQMBZ�DBMMFE�UIF�.FSDFEFT�#FO[�'����*NBHJOBUJPO�DPVQF��5IJT�DBS�XBT�STU�VOWFJMFE�BU�UIF������1BSJT�.PUPS�4IPX�BOE�UIF�BJN�PG�UIJT�DPODFQU�DBS�XBT�UP�TIPX�P�JOOPWBUJPO�JO�DPOUSPM�EFTJHO�BOE�DPNGPSU�JO�QBTTFOHFS�DBST��*OTUFBE�PG�B�TUFFSJOH�XIFFM�BOE�QFEBMT�JU�GFBUVSFT�B�KPZTUJDL�BOE�CVUUFSZ�EPPST�JOTUFBE�PG�DPOWFOUJPOBM�POFT�BOE�NBOZ�PUIFS�GFBUVSFT�UIBU�BSF�OPX�TUBOEBSE�PO�NPTU�NPEFSO�.FSDFEFT�DBST�TVDI�BT�CJ�YFOPO�IFBEMJHIUT����5IF�.FSDFEFT�#FO[�XPSME�JT�B�CSJMMJBOU�NVTFVN�BOE�POF�*�XJMM�EFOJUFMZ�CF�WJTJUJOH�BHBJO�
'PS�NPSF�JOGPSNBUJPO�XXX�NFSDFEFT�CFO[XPSME�DP�VL�5P�TFF�UIF�DPNQMFUF�HBMMFSZ�PG�QIPUPT�*�UPPL�BU�UIF�.#�8PSME�WJTJU��XXX�LJSBOQBSNBS�QIPUPHSBQIZ�GSFF�DBS�NBH

Photography by Kiran Parmar www.kiranparmar.photography 
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DRIVE AT 17

Driving lessons for under 17s 
are growing in popularity, 

with the UK’s largest provider 
of driving tuition for 10 to 17 

year olds delivering its 
750,000th lesson late last year, 
giving 10,000 more lessons in 

2019 than in the previous year. 
The scheme, Young Driver, 

aims to extend the learning 
period, reducing the high 

number of accidents newly 
qualified drivers have when 
they first pass their test. But 

could getting youngsters 
behind the wheel at an earlier 

age also provide a valuable 
boost to their general self-

esteem and wellbeing? 

When parents were asked 
what worried them most 
about the pressures on 

teenagers in the modern 
world, one in four of the 1,000 
surveyed by Young Driver (24 

per cent) said a lack of 
genuine self-confidence. 

Research also revealed that 
one in five people (19 per cent) 
booking a Young Driver lesson 

said they were doing so to 
help improve a young person’s 

general confidence levels.

www.youngdriver.com 

Back-Seat Driver

McLAREN GT’S UNIQUE AND 
HIGH-TECH INTERIOR MATERIALS
"�OFX�.D-BSFO�5FDI�$MVC�MN�MPPLT�BU�UIF�NBUFSJBMT�VTFE

� � � .D-BSFO� JT� DPNNJUUFE� UP� QVSTVJOH�MJHIUXFJHIU� TPMVUJPOT� BDSPTT� BMM� BTQFDUT�PG� EFTJHO� BOE� FOHJOFFSJOH� BOE� UIF�JOUFSJPS�PG�UIF�(5�JT�OP�FYDFQUJPO�� �"�OFX�NBUFSJBM� DBMMFE� 4VQFS'BCSJDm� PSJHJOBMMZ�EFTJHOFE� GPS� NJMJUBSZ� BOE� BFSPTQBDF�BQQMJDBUJPOT� JT� BWBJMBCMF� BT� B� DPWFSJOH�GPS� UIF� PPS� PG� UIF� MVHHBHF� CBZ�� 5IJT�JOOPWBUJWF� XPWFO� GBCSJD� JT� JOGVTFE� XJUI�B� MBZFS� PG� UJOZ� BSNPVSFE� HVBSE� QMBUFT�QSPWJEJOH� JODSFBTFE� SFTJTUBODF� UP� TUBJOT�DVUT� OJDLT� BOE� BCSBTJPOT�� � #SFBUIBCMF�FBTZ�UP�DMFBO�BOE�RVJDL�UP�ESZ�UIF�TVSGBDF�PG� UIF� 4VQFS'BCSJDm� JT� FNCPTTFE� XJUI�B� IFYBHPOBM� QBUUFSO� UP� QSPWJEF� PQUJNBM�QSPUFDUJPO�� � 5IJT� TJOHMF�NJOEFE� BQQSPBDI� UP�MJHIUXFJHIUJOH�FYUFOET�UP�NPSF�USBEJUJPOBM�DBCJO�NBUFSJBMT�XJUI�.D-BSFO�BEPQUJOH�B�DPOUFNQPSBSZ� BQQSPBDI� UP� BDIJFWF� UIF�CSBOET�EFTJHO�QIJMPTPQIZ�PG�FWFSZUIJOH�GPS�B�SFBTPO�CSJOHJOH�GBTIJPO�BOE�MJGFTUZMF�JOTQJSBUJPOT� UP� UIF� OFTU� NBUFSJBMT� BOE�EFWFMPQJOH� OFX� FYDMVTJWF� DPMPVSXBZT���5IF� TVQQMF� /BQQB� MFBUIFS� PFSFE� BT�

TUBOEBSE� JO� UIF� (5� DBO� CF� VQHSBEFE� UP�TPGUHSBJO� MVYVSZ� MFBUIFS� PS� "MDBOUBSBm�CVU� SFHBSEMFTT� PG� PXOFS� QSFGFSFODF� BMM�PG� UIF� OF� MFBUIFST� VTFE� JO� UIF� (5� BSF�TPVSDFE� GSPN� 4DPUMBOET� #SJEHF� PG� 8FJS�DPNQBOZ�� "MUFSOBUJWFMZ� DBTINFSF� JT�BWBJMBCMF�JO�FJUIFS�%PWF�(SFZ�PS�+FU�#MBDL�BT�POF�PG�UIF�NPTU�FYDMVTJWF�PQUJPOT�GSPN�.D-BSFO� 4QFDJBM� 0QFSBUJPOT� 	.40
� UIF�DIJD�GBCSJD�GFBUVSJOH�PO�UIF�TFBUT�BOE�LFZ�UPVDIQPJOUT� JO� UIF� DBCJO�� .D-BSFO�JT� UIF� STU� DBS�NBOVGBDUVSFS� UP� PFS� UIF�TPGUFTU� BOE�NPTU� MVYVSJPVT�PG�XPPMT� JO� B�QSPEVDUJPO�WFSTJPO�TVQFSDBS�8BUDI� IUUQT���DBST�NDMBSFO�DPN�FO�MBUFTU�QPTU�UFDI�DMVC���HU�NBUFSJBMT��



 freecarmag.com  19

For more of the latest news and press releases  go to freecarmag.com

MOKKACCINO

The next Vauxhall Mokka generation is a completely new design based 
on the company’s highly efficient CMP multi-energy platform (Common 
Modular Platform). This modular platform offers maximum flexibility in 

vehicle development. The CMP also allows the use of purely battery-electric 
drive as well as internal combustion engines. The customer has the choice. 
Thanks to the use of high-strength steels, the vehicle weight is low and the 
body stability is high. The new Mokka weighs up to 120 kilograms less than 
the previous model – with almost the same wheelbase and tyre sizes. With 
the electric Mokka-e, the batteries are installed deep in the vehicle floor, 
which lowers the centre of gravity and at the same time increases torsional 
rigidity by a further 30 per cent – excellent prerequisites for dynamic driving.      
The development cars are still hiding behind a green and black camouflage, 
with 3D-like graphics that blur the vehicle’s contours. The engineer behind 
the steering wheel has come to the far north to set up the chassis. Like every 
Vauxhall, the new Mokka must respond precisely to steering inputs and give 
good feedback, be comfortable and at the same time have a firm enough 
ride. A Vauxhall must not display uncontrolled body movements, for 
example, when the vehicle is driving over a large bump at medium speed. 
The Vauxhall philosophy calls for safe and relaxing driving on the motorway. 
A Vauxhall must remain easily controllable in all situations and be fun to 
drive at the same time.
   These characteristics must be present under all weather conditions 
everywhere – at the icy Arctic Circle as well as in high summer at the 
Mediterranean.
  The Mokka will be available in Vauxhall dealerships from early 2021. Until 
then, the testing continues at full speed.

Future Proof
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INSPIRED BY EVOQUE

"O�FYDMVTJWF�DPMMFDUJPO�PG�U�TIJSUT�JOTQJSFE�CZ�QFSJPE�DPSSFDU�BEWFSUJTJOH�BOE�CSPDIVSFT��1BJOTUBLJOHMZ�SF�DSFBUFE�BOE�SF�XPSLFE�UP�FOTVSF�TVQFSC�SFQSPEVDUJPO�PO�IJHI�RVBMJUZ�U�TIJSUT�XXX�TBBCUFFT�DP�VL��

 T-Shirt Technology

 NORTHERN EXPOSURE

Saab Tees make the 
world’s coolest Tees 
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STIRLING MOSS: ALL MY RACES
BY SIR STIRLING MOSS WITH 
ALAN HENRY £22.505IJT�BDDMBJNFE�CPPL�UFMMT�UIF�TUPSZ�PG�FBDI�PG�UIF�����SBDFT�JO�XIJDI�UIF�HSFBU�4UJSMJOH�.PTT�UPPL�QBSU�GSPN�UIF�TUBSU�PG�IJT�SBDJOH�MJGF�JO������UP�IJT�DBSFFS�FOEJOH�DSBTI�BU�(PPEXPPE�JO�������5PME�JO�4JS�4UJSMJOHT�PXO�XPSET�UIF�CPPL�JT�QBDLFE�XJUI�EFUBJM�BOE�BOFDEPUF�TVQQPSUFE�CZ�B�XFBMUI�PG�QIPUPHSBQIT�ˊ�NBOZ�QSFWJPVTMZ�VOQVCMJTIFE�ˊ�UIBU�TIPX�BMM�UIF�HSFBUFTU�NPNFOUT�BOE�UIF�FYUSBPSEJOBSZ�WBSJFUZ�PG�DBST�IF�ESPWF��&WFSZ�SBDF�DPWFSFE�JO�EFUBJM�ˊ�QMVT�IJMMDMJNCT�SBMMJFT�BOE�SFDPSE�CSFBLJOH�5PME�XJUI�TVQFSC�DMBSJUZ�BOE�SFDBMM�XIFUIFS�B�NJOPS�DMVCCJF�	TVDI�BT�IJT�STU�SBDF�BU�#SPVHI�JO�:PSLTIJSF
�PS�B�NBKPS�JOUFSOBUJPOBM�	TVDI�BT�UIF������.JMMF�.JHMJB�JO�*UBMZ
������3JDI�XJUI�JOUFSFTUJOH�BOFDEPUFT�XXX�FWSPQVCMJTIJOH�DPN

AUTOGLYM HAND SANTISER 
£3.99��1SFTFOUFE�JO�B�IBOEZ����NM�CPUUMF�UIBU�CFOFUT�GSPN�BO�����BMDPIPM�NJY�UP�TUPQ�BMNPTU�BMM�LOPXO�HFSNT�BOE�CBDUFSJB�JO�UIFJS�USBDLT�JO�BO�FBTZ�UP�VTF�BOE�FBTZ�UP�BQQMZ�IBOE�SVC��&WFSZ�TJOHMF�PSEFS�UBLFO�PO�UIF�XXX�BVUPHMZN�DPN�XFCTJUF�XJMM�JODMVEF�B�'3&&�CPUUMF�JSSFTQFDUJWF�PG�PSEFS�TJ[F�TP�UIBU�EFUBJMJOH�FOUIVTJBTUT�DBO�BMTP�LFFQ�UIFNTFMWFT�TBGF�BU�OP�FYUSB�DPTU�XXX�BVUPHZMN�DPN

Mr Jones
A perfectly useless 
afternoon 

���5IF�DIBSBDUFS�MPVOHJOH�JO�UIF�QPPM�XBT�DSFBUFE�UP�JOTQJSF�ZPV�UP�SFMBY�BOE�UP�SFBMJTF�UIBU�UJNF�TQFOU�SFTUJOH�JT�UJNF�XFMM�TQFOU����)PX�UP�SFBE�UIF�UJNF��5IF�SFMBYFE�HVSFˏT�TUSFUDIFE�MFH�TIPXT�UIF�IPVS��5IF�UJOZ�QMBTUJD�EVDL�PBUT�BSPVOE�UP�TIPX�ZPV�UIF�NJOVUFT����5IF�DJSDVMBS�GPSN�PG�UIF�XBUDI�EPVCMFT�BT�UIF�QPPM��5IF�TJEFT�BSF�UIF�UJMFT�BOE�UIFZ�BSF�QFSGFDU�NBSLFST�GPS�UIF�IPVST���4FFO�PO�3PMBOEˏT�TJHOBUVSF�KBDLFUT�UIBU�BSF�SFWFSFE�BOE�DPMMFDUFE�BMM�PWFS�UIF�XPSME�����.S�+POFT�8BUDIFT�EFTJHO�BOE�CVJME�VOVTVBM�XBUDIFT�JO�-POEPO�6,�
b���������XXX�NSKPOFTXBUDIFT�DPN

%FTJHOFE�CZ�,SJTUPG�%FWPT�BT�B�HFOUMF�SFNJOEFS�UP�UBLF�JU�FBTZ

Wanted
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Buy Now 

KIA SPORTAGE
6QEBUFE�467�3BOHF

���,JB�JT�NBLJOH�B�TFSJFT�PG�VQEBUFT�UP�JUT�4QPSUBHF�SBOHF�XJUI�B�OFX�TUSFBNMJOFE�GPVS�USJN�MFWFM�MJOF�VQ��5IF�NPTU�TJHOJDBOU�DIBOHF�JT�UIF�JOUSPEVDUJPO�PG�B�OFX���HSBEF�KPJOJOH���(5�-JOF�BOE�(5�-JOF�4�TQFDJDBUJPOT����"MM�WFSTJPOT�JO�UIF�MBUFTU�4QPSUBHF�SBOHF�BSF�XFMM�FRVJQQFE�XIJDI�JODMVEFT�BMMPZ�XIFFMT�IFBUFE�GSPOU�BOE�PVUFS�SFBS�TFBUT�EVBM�BVUPNBUJD�BJS�DPOEJUJPOJOH�QSJWBDZ�HMBTT�BO�BVUP�EJNNJOH�SFBS�WJFX�NJSSPS�SBJO�TFOTJOH�GSPOU�XJQFST�BVUPNBUJD�MJHIU�DPOUSPM�FMFDUSJDBMMZ�GPMEJOH�BEKVTUBCMF�BOE�IFBUFE�EPPS�NJSSPST�BOE�DSVJTF�DPOUSPM�XJUI�TQFFE�MJNJUFS����5IFSF�BSF�UISFF�FOHJOFT�BWBJMBCMF�PO�UIF�,JB�4QPSUBHF�B�����MJUSF�5�(%J�UIF�5VSCPDIBSHFE
�FOHJOF�B�OPO�UVSCP�QMVT�EJFTFM�WBSJBOUT�XJUI�NJME�IZCSJE�UFDIOPMPHZ�BSF�BMTP�PFSFE��.FBOXIJMF�UIF�UPQ�PG�UIF�SBOHF�(5�-JOF�4�NPEFM�IBT�BEBQUJWF�DSVJTF�DPOUSPM�B�QBOPSBNJD�TVOSPPG����XBZ�QPXFS�BEKVTUBCMF�ESJWFS�BOE���XBZ�BEKVTUBCMF�GSPOU�QBTTFOHFS�TFBUT��$PNGZ�

ORDER: NOW
FROM

£23,445
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ŠKODA'S UNIQUE NEW CAR FINANCE 

SEAT ANNOUNCES NEW FINANCE OFFERS 
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 DEPOSIT 

CONTRIBUTIONS 

OF UP TO £4,250
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AVAILABLE:
NOW

FINANCE 
OFFERS
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EVERY CITY IN THE UK TO BE MADE A TRAFFIC HELL LIKE LONDON

Grant Shapps announced £2 billion to supposedly enhance walking and cycling, but when he 
expounded the detail it was clear that this amounted to yet more gridlock and bullying for 
motorists of the type we have unfortunately got used to in London.

Pavements will be widened, cycle lanes introduced, roads will be closed – 
yet Shapps had the effrontery to suggest that a 5% increase in cycling would benefit motorists 
by reducing congestion. Not if there are 50% less roads, it won’t, Grant. Do the maths.

And while drivers are bullied with ridiculous speed limits, an expansion of electric scooters is 
simultaneously mooted – devices capable of breaking urban speed limits but which have no 
effective braking, crash protection or licensing requirements. This shows that road safety is a 
sham – just an excuse to make driving unpleasant and stressful and so discourage it.
The result is that getting about in any motor vehicle – car, delivery van, tradesman, taxi – in our 
cities is going to become a total 24/7 nightmare in every city in the UK.

The excuse for this was the recent shutdown, but it’s clear that these disgraceful measures will 
be permanent. Talk about taking advantage of a crisis to reduce people’s freedom. So soon 
after the VE Day celebrations and we’ve already forgotten why we fought World War 2.

SHAPPS ANNOUNCES
 £2 BILLION WAR ON DRIVERS

4VQQPSU�5IF�"MMJBODF�PG�#SJUJTI�%SJWFST�PO��'BDFCPPL��IUUQ���XXX�GBDFCPPL�DPN�BMMJBODFPGCSJUJTIESJWFST���'PMMPX�5IF�"MMJBODF�PG�#SJUJTI�%SJWFST�PO��5XJUUFS��IUUQ���UXJUUFS�DPN�5IF"#%��
7JTJU�5IF�"MMJBODF�PG�#SJUJTI�%SJWFST�XFCTJUF��IUUQ���XXX�BCE�PSH�VL�



FINALLY WINTER!

TYRES

High-end winter tyre generation with state-of-the-art technology. ‘Miura-Ori’
3D sipe technology, 4D nano design compound and micro-optimised stiffening
of the tread blocks combine satisfying winter characteristics with low noise and
outstanding performance in wet conditions.

www.falkentyres.co.uk

EUROWINTER I HS01

23480-anzeige-hs01-free-car-mag-220x280-en.indd   123480-anzeige-hs01-free-car-mag-220x280-en.indd   1 26.10.18   15:3526.10.18   15:35

The ideal choice for cost-conscious compact and midsize car drivers. 
Equipped with the Advanced 4D-Nano Design technology and ECORUN 
features, the SINCERA SN110 is engineered for safety, reliability 
and comfort.

falkentyre.com

PERFORMANCE 
WITHOUT THE POUNDS

SINCERA I SN110

26300-sn110-210x297-en.indd   1 16.01.20   14:59



Back in 2011, BMW 
launched a new 6 Series. 
The coupe and convert-

ible were nice enough, but it 
was the four-door ‘Gran Coupe’ 
that joined the range a little lat-
er which really fascinated me. It 
was a stunner, its streamlined 
elegance somehow even pret-
tier than the coupe. Astonish-
ingly, practicality was not great-
ly compromised, so it rather 
made the 5 Series, and for that 
matter the pudgy 7 Series, a bit 
redundant. 

So, has BMW has done it 
again? The four-door Gran 
Coupe version of the latest 8 
Series was introduced just to-
wards the end of last year and 
we had an opportunity to drive 
the 840i M Sport version - in 
fact that’s the entry-level car 
and it kicks off with the M Sport 
trim, because that’s what most 

BMW customers order anyway. 
Prices start at £69,340 for 

the car we drove, with the 
840d xDrive at £73,915 and the 
M850i xDrive at £97,720. That 
range-topper has a 530bhp V8 
offering a 0-62mph accelera-
tion time of 3.9 seconds, while 
the diesel has 320bhp and will 
achieve 62mph in a still impres-
sive 5.1 seconds. Both are all-
wheel drive and the top speed 
of all three is limited to 155mph. 

This 840i petrol serves up 
340bhp, but only sends power 
to the rear wheels via the same 
8-speed paddleshift transmis-
sion as its brothers. Slightly less 
grip off the line is probably why 
acceleration to 62mph is 0.1 
second slower than the diesel 
at 5.2. 

There isn’t a vast difference 
when it comes to fuel econo-
my between the two: the petrol 

achieves up to 38.2mpg whilst 
the diesel will return 45.6mpg 
- though that might be crucial 
if you do a lot of long-distance 
drives. CO2 emissions too are 
about the same at 168g/km 
for the petrol and 162g/km for 
the diesel. If you really must 
know, the 850 will manage up 
to 28.5mpg and puts out 229g/
km. 

The Gran Coupe is identical to 
the coupe up to the windscreen 
which is slightly more upright. 
It has a 201mm longer wheel-
base to better accommodate 
the rear passengers (potentially 
three of them as BMW calls this 
a ‘4+1’) resulting in an overall 
length increase of 231mm - it’s 
just over 5m long. It’s 30mm 
wider at 1932mm and 61mm 
taller (1407), and at the rear the 
track increases by 28mm (the 
widest of any current BMW) 
which helps with that +1. How-
ever thanks to clever changes 
like a plastic boot lid, weight 
has only increase by 70kg. 

Because of the extra millime-
tres of space, sitting in the rear 
is no chore even for the tallest 
of passengers and it is, as you’d 
expect, a superbly cosseting 
environment. Upfront there is 
more opulence but combined 
with carefully judged usability, 
and that gorgeous cut-crystal 

style gear shift alone feels like 
it’s worth the entry price!

Get comfortable quickly, 
and put your foot down - this 
makes a hell of growl and the 
5.2 seconds will feel like 2.5 as 
this thing catapults at the hori-
zon. It’s girth seems to narrow 
even on tight roads as you in-
tuitively start to push it harder 
and harder - it’s what happens 
when you’re in a good BMW, 
and this defi nitely falls into that 
category. 

Despite it’s astonishing at-
tack-mode body composure, 
it will equally do serene and 
refi ned, and whilst the steer-
ing might not quite have the 
eloquence of a M2, it is faith-
ful and reassuring, as are the 
brakes. 

There is very little to not like 
about this car, even in this 
‘base’ form - which already of-
fers more performance than 
you could ever use. Okay it’s 
pricey, but that’s not a surprise, 
and it could be a little nerve 
wracking squeezing it through 
inner city traffi  c (we only drove 
it on motorways and A- and 
B-roads). Overall though it re-
mains true to the remarkable 
achievement of the previous 6 
Series Gran Coupe, and that is 
to make its 5 and 7 siblings way 
less desirable. 

            #BrownCarGuy  
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REVIEW
BMW 840 

M Sport 
Gran Coupe

WATCH MY VIDEO REVIEW OF THIS CAR



There is a brand new 
third generation Kia 
Soul and henceforth it 

will only be available in elec-
tric vehicle guise, borrowing 
its components from E-Niro. 
It retains the signature de-
sign and look now associat-
ed with the Soul, albeit in a 
crisper, sharper more up-to-
date form. 

Initially the Soul EV is of-
fered in this well-equipped 
‘First Edition’ guise priced 
from £33,795. It deploys 
201bhp from a 64Kw motor 
which also supplies an im-
pressive 395Nm of torque 
mated to a 1-speed (yes 
ONE speed) transmission. It 
weighs 1757kg with the bat-
teries placed under the pas-
senger cabin and providing 
a range of 280 miles (up to 
400 miles in city driving). It 
can be charged to 80% in 75 
minutes. 

With a 315-litre boot that 
expands to a cavernous 
1339-litres with the seats 
folded down, and featuring 

rear underfl oor storage, it’ll 
happily transport all your 
stuff around. Any concerns 
that the batteries might have 
robbed the cabin of room are 
instantly dismissed, thanks 
to 80mm extra length and 
being 30mm wider.

Thanks to available torque, 
off the line it will even over-
come the traction control 
systems and momentarily 
spin its wheels. Kia quotes a 
0-62mph acceleration time 
7.6 seconds, but it feels 
quicker. The brakes are bitey 

and effi  cient aided by regen-
eration technology - helping 
to keep the battery charged. 
There’s three modes for this 
system operated by pad-
dles on the steering wheel. 
Around town on the highest 
setting it signifi cantly reduc-
es the amount of braking 
you need. 

The Soul EV employs fully 
independent multi-link rear 
suspension, a lower centre 
of gravity due to the place-
ment of the batteries, a wider 
track, tighter suspension and 
a sports mode that not only 
turns up throttle response 
but also sharpens the steer-
ing. Result? The new Soul is a 
remarkably poised, engaging 
and even entertaining drive. 
Around town it’s easy to place 
and manage, on the motor-
way it’s serene and stable. 
The ride is good too. 

Kia’s electric Soul not only 
makes a solid case for a rea-
sonably usable EV, but also 
presents an enticing and de-
sirable offering. 

 freecarmag.com   29

REVIEW

2020 
Kia 

Soul 
EV

For years the automobile 
has been widely demon-
ised, vilifi ed and con-

demned by... well everyone 
really, from governments to 
environmentalists - could it 
be the one thing they actually 
agree on? Incidentally ship-
ping pollutes more than cars 
do. And while road accidents 
in the UK do mean over 26,000 
people are killed or seriously 
injured each year,  smoking 
takes nearly 80,000 lives. 

But whilst the clamour to 
kill the car appears to have 
grown in recent memory, it 
seems the motor vehicle will 
get a reprieve thanks to the 
most unlikeliest of causes. 
Current situation has forced 
people rethink how they get 
around, and the thought of 
sharing space with others on 
public transport has become 
less than appealing. Car-shar-
ing is out too, as are driver-
less cars. 

People now want their own 
vehicle again - more than 50% 
of licence holders that don’t 
own a car, now want to get 
one. So the automotive re-
naissance has begun. The car 
is dead, long live the car. WATCH MY VIDEO REVIEW OF THIS CAR

Cars are 
cool again!
Cars are 
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...Buy  ‘Demotorized’
from  Amazon
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