Talking to
Tom Ford

The Original Superstar

Sir Stirling Moss
1929-2020

Ed's got a book out and it is now in
paperback. We had a chat with him
and this is how it went.
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ir Stirling Moss, what a remarkable life. The incredible thing
about Sir Stirling is that after his racing career ended, he had to
carve a brand new one. He turned his name into a brand.
Unlike today's drivers a couple of seasons of racing did not turn into
a comfortable retirement, he kept on working. What a grand job he
did of entertaining and informing us for so many decades.
Sir Stirling rang me up once. No, really he did. He wanted my
advice. Not about anything Formula One related obviously, but
what used car to buy for his son. The call centered around the
merits of a previously owned Ford Focus. Maybe I helped. A bit.
I first spoke to Tom Ford about 20 years ago, but then we both
worked for the same car magazine at the time. He's since gone on
to become a pretty decent TV presenter and we wanted to find out
all about his new Hard Sell show. So we did.
Edd China's a great bloke and we chatted to him about his new
paperback. We've been busy. See you next time.

James Ruppert

Moss and Fangio. Dream Free Car Mag garage
and proprietors.
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News, Events
& Celebs
Fernando Alonso
at the Estoril race
circuit in Portugal

FERNANDO ALONSO DRIVES NEW GR YARIS

Double Formula One world champion Fernando Alonso has called Toyota’s hotly anticipated new GR Yaris “the perfect combination of sport
and good performance” after putting the World Rally Championship inspired car through its paces at Estoril race circuit in Portugal back in
February. Despite the tricky conditions, Alonso was clearly enjoying driving the turbocharged four-wheel drive GR Yaris. “This car has the
perfect combination of sport and good performance. A very sporty car you can drive every day exceeding your expectations in every gear
change, in every braking point in every corner, you know it’s a little bit better than you expect.”

Alonso, who also completed the gruelling Dakar Rally for Toyota Gazoo Racing last month added, “Not only the power and the stability, but for
me also the brakes, it was a really nice surprise, it is only the first few laps but it is exciting!” The Toyota GR Yaris will be the second Gazoo
Racing model available in the UK market joining the GR Supra which was launched last year. The GR Yaris will be available to buy in the UK
market later in the year and more information regarding specification and pricing will be released in due course.
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Spotted
in
Finchley
Sporting Heroes
accepted challenge
to drift, slalom and
donut Caterham
Seven

WORLD CHAMPION ANTHONY JOSHUA
+ BESPOKE RANGE ROVER SVAUTOBIOGRAPHY
Land Rover has created a one-off Range Rover SVAutobiography for world heavyweight champion Anthony Joshua OBE. The

bespoke luxury SUV made its world premiere outside the Finchley Boxing Club in Barnet, North London, where Joshua started his
journey to the world heavyweight title, and will transport the reigning champion to his next title defence, hopefully this summer.
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SPOTTED
OUT AND
ABOUT

VANESSA RUCK+ CARDO SYSTEMS PACKTALK BOLD

Over the last four years, Vanessa Ruck, also known to her thousands of followers across the world as @TheGirlOnABike, has explored
the world - both on and off-road - always equipped with her Cardo Systems PACKTALK Bold. Following a life-changing accident in March
2014, after being hit by a red-light-jumping car while out cycling, the PACKTALK unit has played a vital role in her road to recovery and
regaining her confidence on two-wheels. Taking the PACKTALK Bold to 18 countries - to date - and using it for cruising on her Harley,
adventure and enduro riding, Vanessa now wouldn’t ride without it.

Extreme
Enduro

Vanessa comments: “After an accident, it’s very easy to lose your confidence. Having the ability to speak to my husband while riding has
been a big support for me getting back out there. It’s given the freedom to try new things, knowing that I’m not alone. What I didn’t
know was the level of the journey I would embark on!” Having never used communications units before, research was key when
Vanessa was choosing the best unit for her requirements, upgrading as the range and features developed - starting with the Q3 and
now riding with the PACKTALK Bold. “We needed a reliable system and wanted a good battery life and range. We also wanted something
to face all the elements. Everything that Cardo Systems offers. Although, back then though, we didn’t think we were going to be using
them for the hard enduro riding and off-road riding that we do now!”
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Get
the
look

VANESSA RUCK @THEGIRLONABIKE

“I’ve thrown everything at the units - from snow enduro riding in the Ukraine and falling head first in the snow, connecting
with friends while green laning and to two-way comms with my husband while riding my Harley! They’ve stood up to every
challenge whether that’s navigating this year’s Valley’s Xtreme hard enduro event in the UK or navigating London on two
wheels… “On a safety level it’s great - warning each other of rogue car drivers or patches of oil on the road or avoiding
pile-ups off-road or telling others of debris on the lane. On the social-side it’s a hoot! It means you can enjoy the adventure
together!" However, is it possible to get Vanessa's effortlessly cool, biker look.

Vanessa
1 Triumph XR 800 £9,200
2 Sunglasses - Uvex LGL 29 £29.99
3 Trousers - Dainese Ladies' Tempest 2
D-Dry £209.95
4 Jacket - VQuattro Hurricane £173.94
5 Boots - Alpinestars Tech 7 £287.99
6 Snood - Alpinestars Camo Neck Tube
Multitube £14.99
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Livy Ruppert
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Sir Stirling Moss

1920-2020
Britain’s greatest racing driver died on April 12th. However, the Stirling
Moss legend will live on forever. He was linked closely to Mercedes-Benz
and they produced one of the most heartfelt obituaries.
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Sir Stirling Moss
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EVs on TV...

Cell
Mate
Tom ‘Wookie’ Ford goes in search
of the truth about battery cars.

HARD CELL
EXCLUSIVELY
ON
MOTORTREND

The MotorTrend App offers nearly 7,000 episodes and roughly 4,000 hours of world-leading automotive series and
specials including WHEELER DEALERS, ROADKILL, FAST N’ LOUD, GARAGE REHAB, OVERHAULIN’, BITCHIN’ RIDES and many
more. The MotorTrend App is available on iPhone, iPad, and Android mobile devices, as well as Amazon Prime Video
Channels and on Amazon FireTV in addition to other media players and streaming devices including Apple TV, Roku,
Google Chromecast and on the web.
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Porsche 911 Turbo
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Hard Cell
HARD CELL
EXCLUSIVELY
ON
MOTORTREND
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Porsche 911 Turbo
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Hard Cell
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Porsche 911 Turbo
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ON-LINE MUSEUM

Back-Seat Driver

HONDA HYBRID & EV BATTERIES
GET A ‘SECOND LIFE’

The Citroën Origins virtual
museum is being expanded
with the inclusion of engaging
archive footage from the
Institut National de
l’Audiovisuel in France. This is
a wonderful opportunity to
explore the past. This is
located in the VINTAGE
RECORDS section of the
website. It includes
celebrities, from Pompidou
via Roland Barthes to Bourvil,
design and technology epic
journeys and other motoring
adventures, plus details on
many epic
races and rallies.
Launched in 2016, the
Citroën Origins virtual
museum is a special
destination providing an
immersive experience of the
brand’s heritage. The website
brings together a collection of
over 80 iconic Citroën vehicles.
It is accessible in 65 countries,
with 2.7 million visits since its
launch. The website provides
an innovative, 360° and fun
experience on-board various
classic models, in 3D (interior/
exterior) and with sound.
www.citroenorigins.com

rd wanted more https://

Have your say
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Future Proof

ICONIC I8?
T

he BMW i8 their BMW first plug-in hybrid model. It laid the foundation
for the BMW Group’s now broad range of plug-in hybrid models. At the
same time, the BMW i8 developed into the world’s most successful
sports car with an electrified drive system. With more than 20,000 examples
sold since 2014, it achieved higher sales than all competitors combined.
The control of its plug-in hybrid system was designed both for dynamic
power delivery and for the most efficient interaction of the two engines. The
combustion engine with BMW TwinPower Turbo technology transfers its
power to the rear wheels. The electric motor drives the front wheels. The
result is a hybrid-specific all-wheel drive with a noticeably positive influence
on traction, agility and driving stability. This, and the spontaneous power
delivery of the electric motor with a maximum torque of 250 Nm available
immediately from standstill, means that the sporting character of the BMW
i8 also comes into its own in purely electric and therefore locally emissionfree driving. Up to 120 km/h can be reached in pure electric driving mode.
The combined drive torque of both engines unleashes inspiring
performance characteristics in the style of a high-performance sports car.
The Leipzig production plant is currently producing the 200 vehicles of the
limited Ultimate Sophisto Edition of the BMW i8. One of the edition models
was already manufactured in December 2019 as the 20,000th example of
the plug-in hybrid model. Sales figures are well ahead of other classics such
as the BMW M1. There were only 399 of those made for road use. Now that
was a proper icon. The i8 is interesting, important and possibly iconic. Just
not yet. Certainly deserves its place in the museum, just needs to do
something heroic on the track before being driven onto a pedestal.

For more of the latest news and press releases go to freecarmag.com
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In
TVCar Technology

IN CAR CONVENIENCE
INSPIRED BY EVOQUE

Groov-e: a
2-in-1 wireless car
charger and phone mount
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Wanted

Szanto Icon
Roland Sands Series

TAKE RISK! RICHARD NOBLE
£19.99

AUTOGLYM POLAR BLASTER
SNOWFOAM GUN £40.00
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Buy Now
ORDER: NOW
FROM
£38,830

PREMIUM SPORT
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AVAILABLE:
NOW
£27,144

COROLLA GR SPORT

AVAILABLE
SUMMER
£23,120
ON THE ROAD

NEW VAUXHALL INSIGNIA
freecarmag.com 25

FUELLING ALARMISM: CLIMATE
WARNINGS ON FUEL PUMPS

The call for cigarette packet-style warnings on petrol and diesel pumps demonstrates a lack of
understanding of the difference between cigarettes, cars and reality.
The suggestion comes from an opinion article in the British Medical Journal (BMJ), which seems
to have become yet another vehicle for environmental alarmism linked to social engineering.
Perhaps it would be more appropriate to place ‘flood risk’ labels on homes built on flood plains so
buyers are fully aware of the risks.
ABD Environment spokesman Paul Biggs said: “It’s a sad fact that environmental research has
become highly politicised by being well funded if suitably alarming statistical links can be made
with adverse health or climate outcomes. This helps to underpin government policy agendas such
as supporting more taxation and mobility restrictions. People who rely on petrol or diesel vehicles
cannot discard them or give them up like a cigarette. A much more relevant label would show the
proportion of fuel tax paid per litre, which is currently well over 60% and provides the Treasury
with £28 billion in revenue per year. This is a real economic benefit compared to the overall
negative costs of extreme climate and air pollution policies.”
The article also tries to change name of the current Interglacial period known as the ‘Holocene’ to
the ‘Anthropocene,’ but maybe ‘Adjustocene’ would be a better description given all the data
adjustments that have made the past cooler. The authors also demonstrate a lack of understanding
of the much hyped and extremely costly Paris Agreement, which even if implemented in full (it
won’t be) would only reduce global temperatures by 0.05C by 2100.

PERFORMANCE
FINALLY
WINTER!
WITHOUT THE POUNDS

SINCERA I SN110
EUROWINTER I HS01

High-end winter tyre generation with state-of-the-art technology. ‘Miura-Ori’
ideal choice
for cost-conscious
compact
and midsize stiffening
car drivers.
3D sipeThe
technology,
4D nano
design compound
and micro-optimised
of the tread
blockswith
combine
satisfying 4D-Nano
winter characteristics
with lowand
noise
and
Equipped
the Advanced
Design technology
ECORUN
outstanding
performance
in wet conditions.
features,
the SINCERA
SN110 is engineered for safety, reliability

and comfort.
www.falkentyres.co.uk

TYRES
falkentyre.com

Edd China

GREASE JUNKIE
OUT NOW
VIRGIN BOOKS
£20.00

Grease
Junkie
·
28 Free Car Mag.com

“the best way of learning which has worked
for me, is to ask lots of stupid questions”

Mechanic, engineer, inventor,
TV and YouTube star Edd China
writes a brilliant book
out now in
baptism of fire, I had to knuckle down and get
paperback
on with it.

A

s co-presenter of Wheeler Dealers,
Edd China entertained fans for
13 years, reaching 200 million
global viewers at the show’s peak.
However, he’s first and foremost
a mechanic, designer, engineer and inventor,
with a gift for making complicated stuff easy
and fixing almost anything.

WHAT IS THE BOOK ABOUT?

It’s a collection of ramblings and diversions
an insight into my head perhaps. It is loosely
based on my slightly mad projects which
seemed the best way to organise the book.

SO IS IT A BUNCH OF STORIES
DETAILING HOW YOU GOT HERE?

It is not really an autobiography it is more of
a memoir. I’ve heard that books and chapters
tend to write themselves and that is certainly
what happened here, we started with a title
and then the story went in an interesting
direction.

WHAT IS THE REASON FOR
WRITING THE BOOK?

Virgin suggested it to me and I had not even
considered it before. It has been carthartic,
but fascinating and fun. I feel I have used up
40 years of material and I have to think about
what I could possibly put in the next one.

DID YOU LIKE CARS WHEN YOU
WERE YOUNG AND DID YOU MUCK
ABOUT WITH THEM?

I was a Lego kid I grew up building and taking
things apart, I always wanted to know how
things worked. The car thing did happen later.
I remember going back and forth to my uncle’s
on the motorway and being able to name
every single car, but I wasn’t into cars as such.
Then later when I got my first car I realised that
I didn’t actually know how they worked. That is
when the obsession actually happened.

WHAT WAS YOUR FIRST CAR?

1303 Beetle in Texas yellow.

GOODNESS ME THAT WAS A COOL
CAR, BUT PROBABLY RUSTY…

It was nice and shiny and a CAL look as well. It
did though fail its first MOT because of quite
extensive rust. So learning all about cars was a

WHEN DID YOU ENTER THE
MOTOR TRADE?

I had a Saturday job at a place called Just
Campers who specialised in Volkswagens.
Then I had a job where I weighed in scrap
cars. You would go and collect something
and then end up with it in your own back
yard. Once I started doing that it became
hard to stop. I saw useful parts on all the cars
I collected. It was also a good living when you
could at one point get up to £200 a ton, then it
went down to a £1 and then people had to pay
to have it taken away.

WHEN DID YOU DISCOVER YOU
HAD A KNACK FOR TELLING
PEOPLE HOW TO WORK ON
CARS?

VIt was almost accidental I guess, I became
involved in a show called Panic Mechanics
that was my first brush with television. They
wanted to do a show that was like Scrapheap
Challenge but a bit more aesthetic. I did the
pilot then was involved for the whole series. I
was in the right place at the right time. Then
the Wheeler Dealers thing happened and I
nearly didn’t go to that interview. By that time
I was very involved in my Cummfy Banana
Company building my weird vehicles. I was
very lucky that it all worked out in the end.
Initially I was hired just to do the work. Then
I started explaining things and doing a bit
here and there and it became a thing. There
are obviously better presenters out there and
mechanics, but it seemed that I could do the
two of them. It is fun to explain stuff, but also
to understand it and it seemed to work out all
right.

WHAT DO YOU WANT READERS
TO TAKE AWAY FROM YOUR
BOOK? IS IT TO GO AND MESS
ABOUT WITH CARS BECAUSE
YOUNGSTERS DON’T SEEM TO BE
AS KEEN NOW?

There was the custom car scene in the
‘50s when guys got back from the war and
wanted to make really fast, distinctive cars
to their own design. They had to go and do
it themselves as the parts they needed were
not on the shelf. These though you can even
buy vans that quick and you can have almost
whatever specification you want straight out
of the factory, so it has all changed completely.

I can understand why kids now don’t find it
so rewarding. There is though all the old stuff,
like VWs that you can mess around with. Now
there is the whole Electric Vehicle world, it is
the electrification of classics. One day if we
let it happen, then classics will become the
next pariah. So maybe the best thing is to
engineer them properly and sympathetically
now, so they can be returned to their original
powerplant if required so that their value is
maintained. It would make a lot of classics
much more reliable and very economical.
I think it is all about staying curious,
understanding how things work and for me
that is where the joy comes from.

AFTER THE BOOK WHAT COMES
NEXT?

I am intrigued by the whole book writing
discipline, which was stressful as we went
right up to the wire with the deadline. I’ll
definitely do another one and have some
cunning plans on what that will be about. We
have a couple of TV ideas that we are playing
around with. I want to do them properly. I just
have so many things on the go and last year
it was an electric ice cream van and we have
to finish that off. So long as I am entertained I
am happy.

WHAT SORT OF CARS SHOULD
FREE CAR MAG READERS THINK
ABOUT BUYING?

I would go back to Volkswagens but the
trouble is they are going way up in value and
that is the same for the original mini. I would
still go for any classic with a big following
because there are stores where you can go
and buy parts for them. In America you can
almost build a Ford Mustang or Chevy Bel
Air from nothing as just about every part is
still available. Over here apart from VWs and
minis it would be the Mazda MX-5 which is
a fantastic driver’s car and there are lots of
parts for them. I think saving a classic when
there are just two left is a brave and worthy
thing to do but you will be in a whole load
of trouble if you don’t have the skills. So it is
best to ease yourself in gently. Ideally you
need to find good clubs as you will always find
someone else who has done what you are
trying to do and will have lots of advice and
information. That is the best way of learning
which has worked for me, is to ask lots of
stupid questions.
£9.99 - www.penguinbooks.com
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MOTORING MADE EASY

SHORTLISTED
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OF THE YEAR

Blonde

AMBITION
INSIDE THE REMARKABLE
MARILYN MONROE: THE LEGACY
OF A LEGEND EXHIBITION

RUSSELL CROWE & RYAN
GOSLING GO BACK TO 1977
FOOTBALLER’S DRIVES
ZLATAN – THE VOLVO MOVIE
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...Buy ‘Demotorized’
from Amazon

flyscreenqueen.co.uk
01760 441423
folding roller sliding and chain
screens for doors and windows for home
and business, diy kits only

