
 freecarmag.co.uk   1

Ed's got a book out and it is now in 
paperback. We had a chat with him 

and this is how it went.

Sir Stirling MossSir Stirling Moss  

The Original SuperstarThe Original Superstar

 Talking to
Tom Ford

1929-20201929-2020





 freecarmag.com   3

freetorial
I S S U E  8 3  /  2 0 2 0

James Ruppert 
EDITOR james@freecarmag.com
                  Cover Credits l Discovery Networks • Mercedes-Benz • Penguin Books

The Free Car Mag is distributed free.

Editor James Ruppert 
Publisher Dee Ruppert 
Sub Editor  Marion King
Product Tester Livy Ruppert
Photographer Andrew Elphick
Web Design Chris Allen
Roving Reporter Pammy Gill
Reporter Kiran Parmar
Tel 0788 540 1977 
Email contact@freecarmag.com
Phassouri House, School Road,  
Norfolk IP25 7QU

©2020 Free Car Mag Limited No part of this 
magazine may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval 
system or transmitted in any form except by 
agreement of the publisher. The publisher makes 
every effort to ensure that the contents are correct 
but cannot accept responsibility for errors and 
omissions. Unless otherwise stated competitions 
and promotions are not open to readers outside of 
the UK, please see terms and conditions online. 

4 News Events Celebs
8   Sir Stirling Moss RIP 
12 Tom Ford  - Hard Cell
18 Back Seat Driver
19  Future Proof BMW i8
22 Groove-e wireless charger
23 Wanted Rolands Sands Watch
24 Buy Now Lexus, Kia, Toyota
26 Alliance of British Drivers 
28 Ed China Interview
30 Next Time - Ford Raptor arrest?

THE TEAM

Sir Stirling Moss, what a remarkable life. The incredible thing 
about Sir Stirling is that after his racing career ended, he had to 
carve a brand new one. He turned his name into a brand. 

Unlike today's drivers a couple of seasons of racing did not turn into 
a comfortable retirement, he kept on working. What a grand job he 
did of entertaining and informing us for so many decades.
   Sir Stirling rang me up once. No, really he did. He wanted my 
advice. Not about anything Formula One related obviously, but 
what used car to buy for his son. The call centered around the 
merits of a previously owned Ford Focus. Maybe I helped. A bit.
   I first spoke to Tom Ford about 20 years ago, but then we both 
worked for the same car magazine at the time. He's since gone on 
to become a pretty decent TV presenter and we wanted to find out 
all about his new Hard Sell show. So we did. 
   Edd China's a great bloke and we chatted to him about his new 
paperback. We've been busy. See you next time.

Moss and Fangio. Dream Free Car Mag garage Moss and Fangio. Dream Free Car Mag garage 
and proprietors.and proprietors.
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News, Events 
& Celebs

FERNANDO ALONSO DRIVES NEW GR YARIS  
Double Formula One world champion Fernando Alonso has called Toyota’s hotly anticipated new GR Yaris “the perfect combination of sport 
and good performance” after putting the World Rally Championship inspired car through its paces at Estoril race circuit in Portugal back in 
February. Despite the tricky conditions, Alonso was clearly enjoying driving the turbocharged four-wheel drive GR Yaris. “This car has the 
perfect combination of sport and good performance. A very sporty car you can drive every day exceeding your expectations in every gear 
change, in every braking point in every corner, you know it’s a little bit better than you expect.”

Fernando Alonso 
at the Estoril race 
circuit in Portugal

Alonso, who also completed the gruelling Dakar Rally for Toyota Gazoo Racing last month added, “Not only the power and the stability, but for 
me also the brakes, it was a really nice surprise, it is only the first few laps but it is exciting!” The Toyota GR Yaris will be the second Gazoo 
Racing model available in the UK market joining the GR Supra which was launched last year. The GR Yaris will be available to buy in the UK 
market later in the year and more information regarding specification and pricing will be released in due course.
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Double Formula One world champion Fernando Alonso has called Toyota’s hotly anticipated new GR Yaris “the perfect combination of sport 
and good performance” after putting the World Rally Championship inspired car through its paces at Estoril race circuit in Portugal back in 

Sporting Heroes 
accepted challenge 
to drift, slalom and 

donut Caterham 
Seven 

 Spotted
in 

Finchley

WORLD CHAMPION ANTHONY JOSHUA 
+ BESPOKE RANGE ROVER SVAUTOBIOGRAPHY 
Land Rover has created a one-off Range Rover SVAutobiography for world heavyweight champion Anthony Joshua OBE. The 
bespoke luxury SUV made its world premiere outside the Finchley Boxing Club in Barnet, North London, where Joshua started his 
journey to the world heavyweight title, and will transport the reigning champion to his next title defence, hopefully this summer.
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News, Events 
& Celebs 

VANESSA RUCK+ CARDO SYSTEMS PACKTALK BOLD
Over the last four years, Vanessa Ruck, also known to her thousands of followers across the world as @TheGirlOnABike, has explored 
the world - both on and off-road - always equipped with her Cardo Systems PACKTALK Bold. Following a life-changing accident in March 
2014, after being hit by a red-light-jumping car while out cycling, the PACKTALK unit has played a vital role in her road to recovery and 
regaining her confidence on two-wheels. Taking the PACKTALK Bold to 18 countries - to date - and using it for cruising on her Harley, 
adventure and enduro riding, Vanessa now wouldn’t ride without it.

SPOTTED 
OUT AND 
ABOUT

Vanessa comments: “After an accident, it’s very easy to lose your confidence. Having the ability to speak to my husband while riding has 
been a big support for me getting back out there. It’s given the freedom to try new things, knowing that I’m not alone. What I didn’t 
know was the level of the journey I would embark on!” Having never used communications units before, research was key when 
Vanessa was choosing the best unit for her requirements, upgrading as the range and features developed - starting with the Q3 and 
now riding with the PACKTALK Bold. “We needed a reliable system and wanted a good battery life and range. We also wanted something 
to face all the elements. Everything that Cardo Systems offers. Although, back then though, we didn’t think we were going to be using 
them for the hard enduro riding and off-road riding that we do now!” 

 Extreme 
Enduro



Livy Ruppert

Get 
the 
look
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Vanessa
1 Triumph XR 800 £9,200 
2  Sunglasses -  Uvex LGL 29 £29.99
3 Trousers - Dainese Ladies' Tempest 2 
D-Dry £209.95
4  Jacket - VQuattro Hurricane £173.94
5  Boots - Alpinestars Tech 7 £287.99
6  Snood - Alpinestars Camo Neck Tube 

Multitube £14.99

VANESSA RUCK @THEGIRLONABIKE
“I’ve thrown everything at the units - from snow enduro riding in the Ukraine and falling head first in the snow, connecting 
with friends while green laning and to two-way comms with my husband while riding my Harley! They’ve stood up to every 
challenge whether that’s navigating this year’s Valley’s Xtreme hard enduro event in the UK or navigating London on two 
wheels… “On a safety level it’s great - warning each other of rogue car drivers or patches of oil on the road or avoiding 
pile-ups off-road or telling others of debris on the lane. On the social-side it’s a hoot! It means you can enjoy the adventure 
together!" However, is it possible to get Vanessa's effortlessly cool, biker look. 
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Sir Stirling Moss

1920-20201920-2020
Britain’s greatest racing driver died on April 12th. However, the Stirling 

Moss legend will live on forever. He was linked closely to Mercedes-Benz 
and they produced one of the most heartfelt obituaries.
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Sir Stirling Moss
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���������UVSOFE�PVU�UP�CF�B�ZFBS�UIBU�DIBOHFE�IJT�MJGF��.PTT�XBT�VOEFS�DPOUSBDU�UP�-PUVT�BT�B�ESJWFS��0O����"QSJM�IF�XBT�QBSUJDJQBUJOH�JO�B�OBUJPOBM�'PSNVMB�0OF�SBDF�UIF�����.JMFT�PG�(PPEXPPE��0O�UIF���UI�PG����MBQT�EVF�UP�DJSDVNTUBODFT�UIBU�XFSF�OFWFS�QSPQFSMZ�FYQMBJOFE�IF�MFGU�UIF�USBDL�BU�IJHI�TQFFE�DSBTIFE�JOUP�B�CBOL�PG�FBSUI�BOE�TVFSFE�FYUSFNFMZ�TFSJPVT�JOKVSJFT��"MUIPVHI�IF�SFDPWFSFE�BCPVU�B�ZFBS�BGUFS�UIF�BDDJEFOU�.PTT�EFDJEFE�UP�RVJU�NPUPSTQPSU�ˊ�IJT�QIZTJDBM�SFBDUJPOT�IBE�EFUFSJPSBUFE�BOE�XFSF�NVDI�TMPXFS�UIBO�CFGPSF�UIF�BDDJEFOU��*G�ZPVSF�OPU�BCMF�UP�ESJWF�GBTU�BOE�TBGFMZ�ZPV�TIPVME�TUPQ�JG�POMZ�PVU�PG�DPOTJEFSBUJPO�GPS�ZPVS�DPNQFUJUPST�IF�TBJE�DPOUSBDU�UP�-PUVT�BT�B�ESJWFS��0O����"QSJM�IF�XBT�QBSUJDJQBUJOH�JO�B�OBUJPOBM�'PSNVMB�0OF�SBDF�UIF�����.JMFT�PG�(PPEXPPE��0O�UIF���UI�PG����MBQT�EVF�UP�DJSDVNTUBODFT�UIBU�XFSF�OFWFS�QSPQFSMZ�FYQMBJOFE�IF�MFGU�UIF�USBDL�BU�IJHI�TQFFE�DSBTIFE�JOUP�B�CBOL�PG�FBSUI�BOE�TVFSFE�FYUSFNFMZ�TFSJPVT�JOKVSJFT��"MUIPVHI�IF�SFDPWFSFE�BCPVU�B�ZFBS�BGUFS�UIF�BDDJEFOU�.PTT�EFDJEFE�UP�RVJU�NPUPSTQPSU�ˊ�IJT�QIZTJDBM�SFBDUJPOT�IBE�EFUFSJPSBUFE�BOE�XFSF�NVDI�TMPXFS�UIBO�CFGPSF�UIF�BDDJEFOU��*G�ZPVSF�OPU�BCMF�UP�ESJWF�GBTU�BOE�TBGFMZ�ZPV�TIPVME�TUPQ�JG�POMZ�PVU�PG�DPOTJEFSBUJPO�GPS�ZPVS�DPNQFUJUPST�IF�TBJE����4UJSMJOH�.PTTT�MJTU�PG�TVDDFTTFT�JT�USVMZ�JNQSFTTJWF��JO�B�UPUBM�PG����EJFSFOU�NPEFMT�PG�DBST�IF�UPPL�QBSU�JO�OP�MFTT�UIBO�����NPUPSTQPSU�FWFOUT�SFBDIFE�UIF�OJTIJOH�MJOF�JO�����PG�UIFN�BOE�XPO������5IJT�SFDPSE�DPOSNT�UIBU�.PTT�XBT�POF�PG�UIF�CFTU�ESJWFST�PG�IJT�UJNF��'PS�IJT�TFSWJDFT�2VFFO�&MJ[BCFUI�**�IPOPVSFE�IJN�XJUI�5IF�.PTU�&YDFMMFOU�0SEFS�PG�UIF�#SJUJTI�&NQJSF�	0#&
�JO�������*O������.PTT�XBT�BMTP�NBEF�B�,OJHIU�#BDIFMPS�NFBOJOH�IF�XBT�FOUJUMFE�UP�DBMM�IJNTFMG�4JS�4UJSMJOH�.PTT�XBT�BMTP�DPOTJEFSFE�B�QJPOFFS�PG�QSPGFTTJPOBMJTN�JO�NPUPSTQPSU��BT�FBSMZ�BT������IF�FOHBHFE�B�NBOBHFS�UP�PSHBOJTF�IJT�CVTJOFTT�BBJST��5IJT�XBT�B�DPNQMFUFMZ�OFX�BQQSPBDI�CFDBVTF�JO�UIJT�QFSJPE�NPTU�SBDJOH�ESJWFST�MPPLFE�BGUFS�UIFJS�PXO�DPNNJUNFOUT�BOE�OFHPUJBUFE�UIFJS�PXO�GFFT��'SPN�UIF�NJE�����T�POXBSET�IBSEMZ�BOZ�ESJWFS�DPVME�EJTQFOTF�XJUI�B�NBOBHFS��5IF�SBDJOH�UFBNT�BMTP�XPSLFE�EJFSFOUMZ�GSPN�CFGPSF�BOE�XFSF�NVDI�NPSF�DMPTFMZ�JOWPMWFE�XJUI�NBSLFUJOH�QBSUOFST�"GUFS�IJT�BDUJWF�SBDJOH�QFSJPE�FOEFE�.PTT�DPOUJOVFE�UP�UBLF�BO�BDUJWF�QBSU�JO�NPUPSTQPSU�BOE�XBT�B�GSFRVFOU�QBSUJDJQBOU�JO�IJTUPSJD�SBDJOH�BOE�SBMMZ�

FWFOUT��)F�PGUFO�UPPL�UIF�XIFFM�PG�IJT�.FSDFEFT�#FO[�����4-3�JO�XIJDI�IF�XPO�UIF�.JMMF�.JHMJB�BOE�XIJDI�UPEBZ�JT�POF�PG�UIF�NPTU�GBTDJOBUJOH�WFIJDMFT�JO�UIF�.FSDFEFT�#FO[�$MBTTJD�DPMMFDUJPO��*U�XBT�JO�FYBDUMZ�UIJT�SBDJOH�TQPSUT�DBS�XJUI�TUBSU�OVNCFS�����UIBU�.PTT�DFMFCSBUFE�B�SFVOJPO�JO������QSFDJTFMZ����ZFBST�BGUFS�IJT�PVUTUBOEJOH�USJVNQI�JO�*UBMZ�BOE�PO�UIF�PSJHJOBM�.JMMF�.JHMJB�SPVUF��0O�UIBU�PDDBTJPO�IF�UPPL�B�SFUSPTQFDUJWF�MPPL�BU�B�MJGF�UIBU�IBE�CFFO�NPWJOH�BOE�FWFOUGVM�BOE�TVNNFE�JU�VQ��*WF�BMXBZT�CFFO�QSPVE�UP�CF�QBSU�PG�UIF�.FSDFEFT�#FO[�GBNJMZ�
'SFF�$BS�.BH�DBO�)JHIMZ�SFDPNNFOE�UIJT�HSFBU�CPPL�BWBJMBCMF�GSPN�XXX�QPSUFSQSFTT�DP�VL
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EVs on TV...

HARD CELL 
EXCLUSIVELY 

ON 
MOTORTREND 

The MotorTrend App offers nearly 7,000 episodes and roughly 4,000 hours of world-leading automotive series and 
specials including WHEELER DEALERS, ROADKILL, FAST N’ LOUD, GARAGE REHAB, OVERHAULIN’, BITCHIN’ RIDES and many 

more. The MotorTrend App is available on iPhone, iPad, and Android mobile devices, as well as Amazon Prime Video 
Channels and on Amazon FireTV in addition to other media players and streaming devices including Apple TV, Roku, 

Google Chromecast and on the web. 

  Cell  Cell  
MateMate  

Tom ‘Wookie’ Ford goes in search
of the truth about battery cars.
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Porsche 911 Turbo

*O�.PUPS5SFOET�CSBOE�OFX�TFSJFT�QFSGPSNBODF�DBS�SPBE�UFTUFS�BOE�BEWFOUVSJTU�5PN�8PPLJF�'PSE�JT�PO�B�NJTTJPO�UP�EJTDPWFS�XIFUIFS�UIFSFT�B�GVUVSF�GPS�HPPE�PME�GBTIJPOFE�FYDJUFNFOU�JO�UIF�CSBWF�OFX�XPSME�PG�OFYU�HFOFSBUJPO�FMFDUSJD�WFIJDMFT��*O�FBDI�FQJTPEF�UIF�TFMG�DPOGFTTFE�DBS�OFSE�XJMM�JOUFSWJFX�UIPTF�JO�UIF�LOPX�ESJWF�UIF�DBST�UIBU�NBUUFS�BOE�EFMJWFS�B�WFSEJDU�PO�XIFUIFS�PS�OPU�UIFZ�NFBTVSF�VQ��
'SFF�$BS�.BH��8IBUT�)BSE�$FMM�BMM�BCPVU �
8PPLJF���*�BN�BO�PME�TDIPPM�QFUSPMIFBE�*�EP�GBTU�BOE�TUVQJE��*�BMXBZT�CVJME�SJEJDVMPVT�UIJOHT�BOE�UIFSF�JT�VTVBMMZ�B�HSFBU�CJH�QFUSPM�FOHJOF�JOWPMWFE�CVU�*�BN�BMXBZT�JOUFSFTUFE�JO�UIF�UFDI��8IFO�JU�DPNFT�UP�TVQFSDBS�&7T�UIFSF�JT�B�MPU�PG�SVCCJTI�UBMLFE�BCPVU�UIFN�ZPV�LOPX�UIFZ�IBWF������IPSTFQPXFS��/P�POF�IBT�BDUVBMMZ�ESJWFO�UIFN��5IFO�UIFSF�JT�'PSNVMB�&�XIJDI�JT�OPU�SFBMMZ�NPUPSTQPSU�JT�JU �/PU�UIBU�FYDJUJOH��4P�*�UIPVHIU�*�XPVME�HP�BOE�JOWFTUJHBUF�FYUSFNF�&7T�BOE�TFF�JG�UIFZ�BDUVBMMZ�TUBOE�VQ�UP�TDSVUJOZ��*G�ZPV�DBO�DPOWJODF�NF�UIFO�UIFSF�NVTU�CF�TPNFUIJOH�JO�UIFN�
'SFF�$BS�.BH��8IBU�BCPVU�DPOWFOUJPOBM�&7T 
8PPLJF��*N�JOUP�VSCBO�FMFDUSJDT�CFDBVTF�UIFZ�EP�XPSL��8IFO�JU�DBNF�UP�UIF�TIPX�*�UIPVHIU�MFUT�GPSHFU�BMM�UIF�CJH�RVFTUJPOT�MJLF�FOWJSPONFOUBMJTN�BOE�IPX�UIFZ�BSF�QSPEVDFE�BOE�UIF�XIPMF�USJCBMJTN�BSPVOE�&7T�*�KVTU�XBOUFE�UP�OE�PVU�XIFUIFS�UIFZ�BDUVBMMZ�DBO�CF�TPNFUIJOH�UIBU�BO�FOUIVTJBTU�DPVME�MPWF�
'SFF�$BS�.BH��8IFSF�EJE�ZPV�TUBSU �
8PPLJF��:PV�LOPX�3JWJBO �5IF�FMFDUSJD�USVDL�QFPQMF�UIFSF�JT�TP�NVDI�

TQFDVMBUJPO�BSPVOE�XIBU�UIFZ�IBWF�CFFO�EPJOH�CVU�TUJMM�OPUIJOH�UP�ESJWF��5IBUT�XIZ�*�EFDJEFE�UP�HP�BOE�TFF�XIBU�XBT�BWBJMBCMF�OPX��*�HPU�JO�UPVDI�XJUI�&7�8FTU�XIP�BSF�NBUFT�PG�NJOF��5IFZ�KVTU�EP�TUV�UIBU�UIFZ�MJLF�CVJMEJOH��5IFZ�HBWF�NF�B���T�#BKB�#FFUMF�CVU�BO�FMFDUSJD�POF���*U�XBT�POMZ����IQ�CVU�IBE�����QPVOET�PG�UPSRVF��5IFO�XF�XFOU�BOE�KB[[FE�BSPVOE�JO�UIF�EFTTFSU�BOE�ZPV�DPVME�IFBS�JU�TDSFFDIJOH��&WFSZ�TJOHMF�QBOFM�XBT�NPWJOH�CVU�JU�XBT�BCTPMVUFMZ�BNB[JOH��5IFO�*�NFU�UIJT�HVZ�XJUI�B�TPMBS�USBJMFS�XJUI�UXP�TFUT�PG�5FTMB�CBUUFSJFT�JO�JU�BOE�BO�JOWFSUFS��)F�ESBHT�JU�JOUP�UIF�EFTTFSU�MFBWFT�JU�GPS�UIF�EBZ�HPFT�BOE�IBT�GVO��3FUVSOT�MBUFS�PO�UP�EPDL�XJUI�JU�BOE�SFDIBSHF��5IBU�NFBOT�ZPV�DBO�NVDL�BSPVOE�BMM�XFFLFOE�XJUI�ZPVS�#BKB�#FFUMF�BOE�OPUIJOH�IBQQFOT�ZPV�OFWFS�SVO�PVU�PG�GVFM��*UT�HSFBU��#BDL�UP�&7�8FTU�*�HPU�UP�USZ�B�.BOY�#VHHZ�BOE�UIJT�POF�IBE�UXP�5FTMB�NPUPST�XIJDI�BEEFE�VQ�UPQ����IQ�BOE�UIBU�XBT�TMJHIUMZ�NPSF�JOUFOTF��
'SFF�$BS�.BH��%JE�UIBU�DPOWJODF�ZPV�UIBU�&7T�BSF�UIF�OFYU�CJH�UIJOH �
8PPLJF��*U�JT�BMM�BCPVU�SBOHF�XIFO�QMBOOJOH�BO�BEWFOUVSF��)PXFWFS�UIF�QFPQMF�XIP�TBZ�UIFZ�XBOU�UP�DSPTT�B�EFTTFSU�UIBU�BDDPVOUT�GPS�QFSIBQT��������PG�UIFN��5IF�USVUI�JT�UIBU�NPTU�PG�UIFN�BSF�HPJOH�UP�EP�BSPVOE����NJMFT�P�SPBE�BOE�BO�FMFDUSJD�XPVME�CF�QFSGFDU�GPS�UIFN��5IFZ�BSF�SFBMMZ�HPPE�P�SPBE��5IF�XBZ�UIFZ�NBLF�UPSRVF�JT�QFSGFDU�UP�UBDLMF�SPDLT��:PV�DBO�CF�DPNQMFUFMZ�EJHJUBM�XJUI�UIF�UISPUUMF�BOE�UIFZ�XJMM�DSBXM�PWFS�FWFSZUIJOH��*�NFBO�ZPV�DBO�EP�UBOL�UVSOT�JO�BO�GPVS�XIFFM�ESJWF�&7��
'SFF�$BS�.BH��8IBU�BCPVU�TQFFE 
8PPLJF��8F�EJE�BO�FQJTPEF�DBMMFE�TVQFSDBST��4P�*�XFOU�BOE�ESPWF�B�7���-BNCPSHIJOJ�BSPVOE�*UBMZ�CVU�ZPV�DBOU�EP�UIJT�XJUI�BO�&7�BU�UIF�NPNFOU��$PVMEOU�ESJWF�UIF�-PUVT�&WJKB��5IF�1JOJOGBSJOB�#BUUJTUB�JT�B�

  Cell  Cell  
MateMate  

Tom ‘Wookie’ Ford goes in search
of the truth about battery cars.
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Hard Cell
HARD CELL 

EXCLUSIVELY 
ON 

MOTORTREND 
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Porsche 911 Turbo

3JNBD�XJUI�B�EJFSFOU�CPEZ��4P�*�XFOU�UP�3JNBD�BOE�DPVMEOU�ESJWF�UIBU�FJUIFS�CVU�UIFZ�EJE�TBZ�IPX�BCPVU�B�HP�JO�UIF�QSPUPUZQF��0OMZ������CIQ�BOE�UIFZ�TBJE�JU�XBT����LH�PWFSXFJHIU�XJUI�OP�IFMQ�BTTJTUBODF�JU�XBT�NFHB�CVU�EJFSFOU��&7T�XJMM�CF�NFHB�CVU�EJFSFOU�UIFZ�XPOU�SFQMBDF�B�USBEJUJPOBM�TVQFSDBS�DPT�UIFZ�EPOU�EP�UIF�TBNF�KPC��"MM�&7T�EP�JT��TDSFX�VQ�5PQ�5SVNQT��+VTU�EPOU�IBWF�UIF�TBNF�DIBSBDUFS�BT�BO�FOHJOF�BOE�B�HFBSCPY��
'SFF�$BS�.BH��8IBU�BCPVU�&7T�JO�NPUPSTQPSU 
8PPLJF��*�XFOU�ESBH�SBDJOH�BOE�*MM�UFMM�ZPV�OPX�UIBU�JU�XPOU�SFQMBDF�UIBU��"MM�UIF�PME�TDIPPM�SBDFST�UIFSF�DFSUBJOMZ�EPOU�FYQFDU�UIBU�UP�IBQQFO��5IFZ�MJLFE�UIF�JEFB�PG�NPSF�DBST�UBLJOH�QBSU�NBZCF�B�OFX�TFSJFT�GPS�&7T��8IFSF�JU�DPVME�XPSL�UIPVHI�XBT�UIF�5SPQIFF�"OESPT�DBST�NBE�SFBS�TUFFS�UIJOHT�PO�JDF��5IFTF�BSF�IFDUJD�UP�ESJWF�XJUI�B�7��BOE�TIPSU�HFBSJOH�CVU�JO�UIF�NPVOUBJOT�CFDBVTF�UIFZ�BSF�TP�CBMMFUJD�BSF�TLJEEJOH�BSPVOE�TJMFOUMZ�JU�NBEF�TFOTF��8IFSFBT�ZPV�OFFE�OPJTF�BOE�ESBNB�GPS�ESBH�SBDJOH��*�FWFO�USJFE�TPNF�SBMMZDSPTT�&7T�CVU�UIFZ�IBWFOU�HPU�UIF�FOFSHZ�PG�B�QFUSPM�DBS��5IF�ESJWJOH�FMFNFOU�BOE�DPNQFUJUJPO�JT�UIF�TBNF�CVU�UIF�FNPUJPO�JT�EJFSFOU��
'SFF�$BS�.BH��1PSTDIFT�XF�TBX�ZPV�XJUI�B�MPBE�JO�)BSE�$FMM�XFSF�UIFZ�BMM�FMFDUSJD 
8PPLJF��(PE�OP��5IFSF�XBT�OP�XBZ�*�XBT�HPJOH�UP�ESJWF�FYDMVTJWFMZ�FMFDUSJD�1PSTDIFT�XIFO�UIFSF�XFSF�TPNF�SFBM�MFHFOET�PO�PFS��.JOE�ZPV�UIF�5BZDBO�IBT�TPNF�SFBMMZ�IFBWZ�HVSFT�����CIQ�UIF�5VSCP�BSPVOE�

���CIQ���&7T�BSF�WFSZ�OFX�BOE�XIBU�*�XBOUFE�UP�OE�PVU�XBT�XIFUIFS�JU�JT�QPTTJCMF�UP�NBOVGBDUVSF�BO�JDPO��$BO�ZPV�HJWF�BO�&7�UIF�TPVM�PG�B�1PSTDIF �*�EFDJEFE�UP�ESJWF�UIF�WFSZ�STU�����GSPN������UIFO�B������5VSCP�NBEF�JO�UIF�NPOUI�*�XBT�CPSO�UIFO�B����3��5IFZ�KVTU�GFFM�SJHIU�UIFZ�IBWF�DPNNPOBMJUJFT��.Z�GFFMJOH�XBT�UIBU�UIF�5BZDBO�JT�CSJMMJBOU�UP�ESJWF�BOE�TUSBOHFMZ�EPFT�GFFM�MJLF�B�1PSTDIF��:PV�DBOU�EFOF�XIFUIFS�JU�JT�BO�JDPO�XIFO�JU�JT�CSBOE�OFX�JU�JT�IJOETJHIU�UIBU�HJWFT�ZPV�JDPOPHSBQIZ��*�UIJOL�UIF�5BZDBO�IBT�B�QSFUUZ�HPPE�DIBODF�BU�JU�CFDBVTF�JU�JT�TP�HPPE��"�5FTMB�EPFTOU�OFFE�UIBU�DIBSBDUFS�CFDBVTF�JU�IBT�BMXBZT�CFFO�BO�&7��"�1PSTDIF�IBT�UP�GFFM�MJLF�B�1PSTDIF�PUIFSXJTF�JU�JT�B�GBJM��
8IBU�&7T�EJE�ZPV�XBOU�UP�UBLF�IPNF�XJUI�ZPV �"QBSU�GSPN�UIF�1PSTDIFT 
8PPLJF��5IF�&YUSFNF�&�XBT�GVOOZ�BT�IFMM�UIBUT�FFDUJWFMZ����CIQ�P�SPBE�CVHHZ��5XP�NPUPST�BOE�GPVS�XIFFM�ESJWF��8F�XFSF�JO�4BVEJ�"SBCJB�BOE�JO�B�EFTTFSU�XJUI�NBTTJWF�SPDLT�BOE�JU�KVTU�FX�BSPVOE�UIF�QMBDF��5IBU�XBT�UIF�POF�UIBU�NBEF�NF�MBVHI�UIF�NPTU��
'SFF�$BS�.BH���4P�ZPV�BSF������&7�OPX 
8PPLJF��/BI��*�IBWF�B�7��UBUUPPFE�EPXO�UIF�SJHIU�IBOE�TJEF�PG�NZ�CPEZ���*�MPWF�UIF�PQUJNJTN�PG�&7T�IBUF�UIF�USJCBMJTN��5IF�JODSFEJCMF�UIJOH�JT�UIBU�UIF�QFPQMF�XIP�NBLF�&7T�BSF�UIF�TBNF�POFT�XIP�NBEF�QFUSPM�BOE�EJFTFM�POFT��5IFZ�BSF�OPU�DPNQVUFS�HFFLT�UIFTF�BSF�QFPQMF�XIP�MPWF�DBST��5IFSF�JT�TP�NVDI�HPJOH�PO��*�DPVME�TUBSU�BOPUIFS�)BSE�$FMM�TFSJFT�OFYU�XFFL�
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Hard Cell
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Porsche 911 Turbo
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https://pbs.twimg.com/profile_imag-
es/874276197357596672/kUuht00m_400x400.jpg
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ON-LINE MUSEUM

The Citroën Origins virtual 
museum is being expanded 

with the inclusion of engaging 
archive footage from the 

Institut National de 
l’Audiovisuel in France. This is 

a wonderful opportunity to 
explore the past. This is 
located in the VINTAGE 
RECORDS section of the 

website. It includes 
celebrities, from Pompidou 

via Roland Barthes to Bourvil, 
design and technology epic 

journeys and other motoring 
adventures, plus details on 

many epic
races and rallies. 

Launched in 2016, the 
Citroën Origins virtual 

museum is a special 
destination providing an 

immersive experience of the 
brand’s heritage. The website 
brings together a collection of 
over 80 iconic Citroën vehicles. 
It is accessible in 65 countries, 
with 2.7 million visits since its 
launch. The website provides 
an innovative, 360° and fun 

experience on-board various 
classic models, in 3D (interior/

exterior) and with sound.

www.citroenorigins.com
rd wanted more https://

Back-Seat Driver

HONDA HYBRID & EV BATTERIES 
GET A ‘SECOND LIFE’�
5)&3&�*4�"�/&8�3&$:$-*/(�*/*5*"5*7&)POEB�.PUPS�&VSPQF�JT�FYQBOEJOH�JUT�CBUUFSZ� SFDZDMJOH� QBSUOFSTIJQ� XJUI�4/".� 	4PDJ¨U¨� /PVWFMMF� E"OBHF�EFT� .¨UBVY
� UP� BEWBODF� UIF� TVTUBJOBCMF�VTBCJMJUZ� PG� � JUT� FOE�PG�MJGF� USBDUJPO�CBUUFSJFT��5IF�QBO�&VSPQFBO�BSSBOHFNFOU�XJMM�TFF�4/".�DPMMFDU�BOE�SFDZDMF�CBUUFSJFT�GSPN� )POEBT� JODSFBTJOH� OVNCFS� PG�IZCSJE� BOE� FMFDUSJD� WFIJDMFT� BOE� FJUIFS�QPUFOUJBMMZ� QSFQBSF� UIFN� GPS�TFDPOE�MJGF� SFOFXBCMF� FOFSHZ� TUPSBHF� VTFT� PS�FYUSBDU� WBMVBCMF�NBUFSJBMT� GPS� SFDZDMJOH� JG�UIFZ�BSF�OPU�TVJUBCMF�GPS�UIBU�QVSQPTF����)POEB�BOE�4/".�IBWF�XPSLFE�UPHFUIFS�TJODF� ����� UP� FOTVSF� UIF� USBDFBCJMJUZ�PG� FOE�PG�MJGF� CBUUFSJFT� BOE� EJTQPTF� PG�UIFN� JO� BDDPSEBODF� XJUI� &VSPQFBO�6OJPO� FOWJSPONFOUBM� TUBOEBSET�� 5IF�FYQBOTJPO� PG� UIJT� BHSFFNFOU� XJMM� TFF�4/".� DPMMFDU� -JUIJVN�JPO� BOE� /JDLFM�.FUBM� )ZESJEF� 	/J.)
� CBUUFSJFT� GSPN�BDSPTT� )POEBT� EFBMFS� OFUXPSL� BOE�"VUIPSJTFE�5SFBUNFOU�'BDJMJUJFT�	"5'
�JO����DPVOUSJFT� CFGPSF� BOBMZTJOH� IPX� TVJUBCMF�UIFZ� BSF� GPS� SFDZDMJOH� BOE� QSPDFTTJOH�

UIFN� BDDPSEJOHMZ�� � � 8IFO� CBUUFSZ� DFMMT�BSF�EBNBHFE�BOE�VOTVJUBCMF�GPS�TFDPOE�MJGF� BQQMJDBUJPOT� NBUFSJBMT� TVDI� BT�DPCBMU�BOE�MJUIJVN�DBO�CF�FYUSBDUFE�VTJOH�IZESPNFUBMMVSHZ�UFDIOJRVFT�JOWPMWJOH�UIF�VTF�PG� BRVFPVT� DIFNJTUSZ�� 5IFTF� DBO�CF�SFVTFE�JO�UIF�QSPEVDUJPO�PG�OFX�CBUUFSJFT�DPMPVS�QJHNFOUT�PS�BT�VTFGVM�BEEJUJWFT�GPS�NPSUBS�� 0UIFS� DPNNPOMZ� VTFE�NBUFSJBMT�JODMVEJOH� DPQQFS� NFUBM� BOE� QMBTUJDT�BSF� SFDZDMFE� BOE� PFSFE� UP� UIF� NBSLFU�GPS� VTF� JO� UIF� QSPEVDUJPO� PG� B� WBSJFUZ� PG�BQQMJDBUJPOT�� � � %FBMFST� DBO� BSSBOHF� BOE� SFRVFTU� UIF�DPMMFDUJPO� PG� FOE�PG�MJGF� CBUUFSJFT� GPS�USFBUNFOU�BOE�SFDZDMJOH�UISPVHI�4/".T�EFEJDBUFE� POMJOF� QMBUGPSN�� $PMMFDUJPO�DBO�CF�BSSBOHFE�GSPN�DFOUSBMJTFE�TUPSBHF�IVCT� XJUIJO� ��� XPSLJOH� EBZT� TP� UIBU�EFBMFST�EP�OPU�IBWF� UP� TUPSF�CBUUFSJFT� BU�UIFJS�QSFNJTFT��5IF�BHSFFNFOU�BQQMJFT�UP�MBSHF�USBDUJPO� CBUUFSJFT� VTFE� UP� QPXFS�NPUPST� JO� IZCSJE� BOE� FMFDUSJD� WFIJDMFT�BT�PQQPTFE� UP� TNBMMFS�CBUUFSJFT�VTFE� GPS�JHOJUJPO�JO�QFUSPM�PS�EJFTFM�DBST�
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ICONIC I8?
The BMW i8 their BMW first plug-in hybrid model. It laid the foundation 

for the BMW Group’s now broad range of plug-in hybrid models. At the 
same time, the BMW i8 developed into the world’s most successful 

sports car with an electrified drive system. With more than 20,000 examples 
sold since 2014, it achieved higher sales than all competitors combined.
    The control of its plug-in hybrid system was designed both for dynamic 
power delivery and for the most efficient interaction of the two engines. The 
combustion engine with BMW TwinPower Turbo technology transfers its 
power to the rear wheels. The electric motor drives the front wheels. The 
result is a hybrid-specific all-wheel drive with a noticeably positive influence 
on traction, agility and driving stability. This, and the spontaneous power 
delivery of the electric motor with a maximum torque of 250 Nm available 
immediately from standstill, means that the sporting character of the BMW 
i8 also comes into its own in purely electric and therefore locally emission-
free driving. Up to 120 km/h can be reached in pure electric driving mode. 
The combined drive torque of both engines unleashes inspiring 
performance characteristics in the style of a high-performance sports car.
   The Leipzig production plant is currently producing the 200 vehicles of the 
limited Ultimate Sophisto Edition of the BMW i8. One of the edition models 
was already manufactured in December 2019 as the 20,000th example of 
the plug-in hybrid model. Sales figures are well ahead of other classics such 
as the BMW M1. There were only 399 of those made for road use. Now that 
was a proper icon. The i8 is interesting, important and possibly iconic. Just 
not yet. Certainly deserves its place in the museum, just needs to do 
something heroic on the track before being driven onto a pedestal.

Future Proof







TV
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INSPIRED BY EVOQUE

5IBUˏT�XIBU�JU�JT�BOE�'SFF�$BS�.BH�JT�SBUIFS�BUUBDIFE�UP�PVST�BT�JU�MJWFT�PO�PVS�78�(PMG��8F�XFOU�GPS�UIF��BJS�WFOU�SBUIFS�UIBO�UIF�TVDUJPO�XJOEPX�NPVOUT��8IFO�JU�DPNFT�UP�QMBDJOH�B�QIPOF�JO�UIF�DSBEMF�UIF�(SPPW�F�8JSFMFTT�$BS�.PVOU�VTFT�JOGSBSFE�UFDIOPMPHZ�NBLJOH�JU�FBTZ�FOPVHI�UP�CF�PQFSBUFE�XJUI�POF�IBOE��5IF�TFOTPS�EFUFDUT�UIF�EFWJDF�BVUPNBUJDBMMZ�PQFOJOH�BOE�DMPTJOH�UIF�DMJQT�UP�HSJQ�JU�SNMZ�BOE�TFDVSFMZ�XIJMTU�TUJMM�FOTVSJOH�BDDFTT�UP�BMM�QPSUT�BOE�TXJUDIFT��*U�FWFO�NBLFT�B�XJOOJOHMZ�DVUF�TPVOE�BT�JU�HSBCT�UIF�QIPOF��5IFO�TJNQMZ�QSFTT�B�CVUUPO�GPS�RVJDL�SFMFBTF����5IF�(SPPW�F�8JSFMFTT�$BS�.PVOU�GFBUVSFT�GBTU�XJSFMFTT�DIBSHJOH�TP�VTFST�DBO�FBTJMZ�UPQ�VQ�UIFJS�CBUUFSZ�XIJMF�UIFZ�ESJWF�BOE�OPU�XPSSZ�BCPVU�XIFUIFS�JUˏT�CFJOH�ESBJOFE�CZ�UIF�VTF�PG�(14�PS�TUSFBNJOH�NVTJD�UISPVHI�UIFJS�QIPOF��*UˏT�DPNQBUJCMF�XJUI�BMM�2J�DFSUJFE�FOBCMFE�TNBSUQIPOFT�CFUXFFO����˒�ˊ���� �˒���8F�MPWF�PVST�JU�IBT�DIBOHFE�UIF�XBZ�XF�DPNNVUF����5IF�(SPPW�F�8JSFMFTT�$BS�.PVOU�JT�b������XXX�HSPPW�F�DP�VL��

 In Car Technology

 IN CAR CONVENIENCE

Groov-e: a
2-in-1 wireless car 

charger and phone mount 

1JDUVSFT��-JWZ�3VQQFSU1JDUVSFT��-JWZ�3VQQFSU



 freecarmag.com   23

TAKE RISK! RICHARD NOBLE  
£19.99#FTU�LOPXO�GPS�5ISVTU���XIJDI�CSPVHIU�UIF�-BOE�4QFFE�3FDPSE�CBDL�UP�#SJUBJO�JO������BOE�GPS�UIF�TVQFSTPOJD�5ISVTU�44$�XIJDI�TFU�UIF�DVSSFOU�SFDPSE�PG����NQI�JO������3JDIBSE�/PCMF�IBT�XSJUUFO�UIF�CPPL�UP�TIBSF�CFIJOE�UIF�TDFOFT�JOTJHIUT�JOUP�IJT�QSPKFDUT�BOE�FYQMBJO�UIF�JNNFOTF�EJDVMUJFT�JO�CSJOHJOH�UIFN�UP�GSVJUJPO��3JDIBSE�/PCMF�TBZT��8JUIPVU�UIF�QFPQMF�BOE�DPNQBOJFT�*�JODMVEF�JO�UIF�CPPL�OPOF�PG�NZ�SFDPSE�BUUFNQUT�XPVME�IBWF�CFFO�QPTTJCMF��*�UIJOL�UIBU�UIFJS�TUPSZ�OFFET�UP�CF�UPME�UP�CF�TIBSFE�XJUI�UIPTF�XIP�IBWF�GPMMPXFE�UIFTF�SFDPSE�BUUFNQUT�BOE�XIP�SJHIUMZ�GFFM�QSJEF�UIBU�UIF�-BOE�4QFFE�3FDPSE�JT�TUJMM�IFME�CZ�B�#SJUJTI�WFIJDMF��*N�FYDJUFE�UP�CF�XPSLJOH�XJUI�&WSP�UP�CSJOH�UIFTF�TUPSJFT�UP�UIF�XPSME�OPU�POMZ�JO�QSJOU�CVU�JO�EJHJUBM�BOE�BVEJP�GPSNBUT�UPP�XXX�FWSPQVCMJTIJOH�DPN

AUTOGLYM POLAR BLASTER 
SNOWFOAM GUN £40.00$SFBUFT�MBTIJOHT�PG�UIJDL�DMJOHZ�GPBN�XJUI�1PMBS�#MBTU�PQUJNJTFT�UIF�EFOTJUZ�SFRVJSFE�UP�FDJFOUMZ�EFFQ�DMFBO�XJUI�1PMBS�8BTI�BOE�QSPEVDFT�UIF�QFSGFDU�DPOTJTUFODZ�UP�BQQMZ�UIF�IZQFS�IZESPQIPCJD�1PMBS�4FBM�JO�TFDPOET��$PNQMFUF�B�GVMM�FYUFSJPS�DBS�DBSF�SPVUJOF�JO�B�XBZ�UIBU�JT�RVJDL�GVO�BOE�TBGFTU�UP�ZPVS�DBST�TVSGBDFT�XXX�BVUPHZMN�DPN

Szanto Icon
Roland Sands Series
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ORDER: NOW
FROM

£38,830
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NEW VAUXHALL INSIGNIA

COROLLA GR SPORT

8JUI�CFTU�JO�DMBTT�$0�T�BOE�GVFM�FDPOPNZ�UIF�*OTJHOJB�JT�SFGSFTIFE�GPS�NPEFM�ZFBS������XJUI�BO�BMM�OFX�SBOHF�PG�GVFM�FDJFOU�FOHJOFT�SFWJTFE�UFDIOPMPHZ�BOE�B�CPME�BOE�BUUSBDUJWF�FYUFSJPS�EFTJHO��7BVYIBMMT�OFX�*OTJHOJB�DPOTVNFT�VQ�UP����QFS�DFOU�MFTT�GVFM�UIBO�UIF�PVUHPJOH�NPEFM�UIBOLT�UP�QPXFSGVM�OFX�IJHI�FDJFODZ�FOHJOFT��5IF�OFX�*OTJHOJB�JT�BWBJMBCMF�UP�PSEFS�OPX�JO�4&�/BW�43J�/BW�43J�79�-JOF�/BW�6MUJNBUF�/BW�BOE�(4J�USJN�MFWFMT��

'FBUVSFT�XJEF�IPOFZDPNC�NFTI�QBUUFSO�GPS�UIF�GSPOU�HSJMMF�BOE�QJBOP�CMBDL�TVSSPVOET�GPS�UIF�HSJMMF�BOE�GPH�MJHIUT��5IFSF�JT�B�CMBDL�JOTFSU�JO�UIF�SPDLFS�QBOFMT�BOE�UIF�OFX����JODI�CMBDL�BMMPZ�XIFFMT�IBWF�B�DPOUSBTUJOH�CSJHIU�NBDIJOFE�OJTI�UP�UIF�UJQT�PG�FBDI�TQPLF�BOE�SFE�(3�DFOUSF�DBQT�	��JODI�EJBNFUFS�XIFFMT�JO�UIF�TBNF�EFTJHO�BSF�GFBUVSFE�PO�UIF�5PVSJOH�4QPSUT�NPEFM
��"U�UIF�SFBS�UIFSF�JT�B�TJMWFS�JOTFSU�JO�UIF�MPXFS�CVNQFS�DSFBUJOH�UIF�MPPL�PG�UXJO�UBJMQJQFT�BOE�B�EJVTFS��5IF�OJTIJOH�UPVDIFT�BSF�CMBDL�CBDLHSPVOET�GPS�5PZPUB�FNCMFNT�PO�UIF�CPOOFU�BOE�UBJMHBUF�PDJBM�(3�	(B[PP�3BDJOH
�CBEHJOH�BOE�UIF�PQUJPO�PG�B�OFX�"TI�(SFZ�QBJOU�OJTI��*OTJEF�TQPSUT�GSPOU�TFBUT�VQIPMTUFSFE�JO�GBCSJD�XJUI�B�EFEJDBUFE�QJOTUSJQF�QBUUFSO�BOE�TP�NVDI�NPSF�

 AVAILABLE 
SUMMER
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ON THE ROAD
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AVAILABLE:
NOW

£27,144
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The call for cigarette packet-style warnings on petrol and diesel pumps demonstrates a lack of 
understanding of the difference between cigarettes, cars and reality.

The suggestion comes from an opinion article in the British Medical Journal (BMJ), which seems 
to have become yet another vehicle for environmental alarmism linked to social engineering. 
Perhaps it would be more appropriate to place ‘flood risk’ labels on homes built on flood plains so 
buyers are fully aware of the risks.

ABD Environment spokesman Paul Biggs said: “It’s a sad fact that environmental research has 
become highly politicised by being well funded if suitably alarming statistical links can be made 
with adverse health or climate outcomes. This helps to underpin government policy agendas such 
as supporting more taxation and mobility restrictions. People who rely on petrol or diesel vehicles 
cannot discard them or give them up like a cigarette. A much more relevant label would show the 
proportion of fuel tax paid per litre, which is currently well over 60% and provides the Treasury 
with £28 billion in revenue per year. This is a real economic benefit compared to the overall 
negative costs of extreme climate and air pollution policies.”

The article also tries to change name of the current Interglacial period known as the ‘Holocene’ to 
the ‘Anthropocene,’ but maybe ‘Adjustocene’ would be a better description given all the data 
adjustments that have made the past cooler. The authors also demonstrate a lack of understanding 
of the much hyped and extremely costly Paris Agreement, which even if implemented in full (it 
won’t be) would only reduce global temperatures by 0.05C by 2100.

FUELLING ALARMISM: CLIMATE 
WARNINGS ON FUEL PUMPS 

4VQQPSU�5IF�"MMJBODF�PG�#SJUJTI�%SJWFST�PO��'BDFCPPL��IUUQ���XXX�GBDFCPPL�DPN�BMMJBODFPGCSJUJTIESJWFST���'PMMPX�5IF�"MMJBODF�PG�#SJUJTI�%SJWFST�PO��5XJUUFS��IUUQ���UXJUUFS�DPN�5IF"#%��
7JTJU�5IF�"MMJBODF�PG�#SJUJTI�%SJWFST�XFCTJUF��IUUQ���XXX�BCE�PSH�VL�



FINALLY WINTER!

TYRES

High-end winter tyre generation with state-of-the-art technology. ‘Miura-Ori’
3D sipe technology, 4D nano design compound and micro-optimised stiffening
of the tread blocks combine satisfying winter characteristics with low noise and
outstanding performance in wet conditions.

www.falkentyres.co.uk

EUROWINTER I HS01

23480-anzeige-hs01-free-car-mag-220x280-en.indd   123480-anzeige-hs01-free-car-mag-220x280-en.indd   1 26.10.18   15:3526.10.18   15:35

The ideal choice for cost-conscious compact and midsize car drivers. 
Equipped with the Advanced 4D-Nano Design technology and ECORUN 
features, the SINCERA SN110 is engineered for safety, reliability 
and comfort.

falkentyre.com

PERFORMANCE 
WITHOUT THE POUNDS

SINCERA I SN110

26300-sn110-210x297-en.indd   1 16.01.20   14:59



Edd China

 Grease   
Junkie

Mechanic, engineer, inventor, 
TV and YouTube star Edd China 

writes a brilliant book
out now in 
paperback  
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· “the best way of learning which has worked 
for me, is to ask lots of stupid questions”

 

GREASE JUNKIE 

OUT NOW

VIRGIN BOOKS

£20.00
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As co-presenter of Wheeler Dealers, 
Edd China entertained fans for 
13 years, reaching 200 million 
global viewers at the show’s peak. 
However, he’s first and foremost 

a mechanic, designer, engineer and inventor, 
with a gift for making complicated stuff easy 
and fixing almost anything. 

WHAT IS THE BOOK ABOUT?
It’s a collection of ramblings and diversions 
an insight into my head perhaps. It is loosely 
based on my slightly mad projects which 
seemed the best way to organise the book.
 
SO IS IT A BUNCH OF STORIES 
DETAILING HOW YOU GOT HERE?
It is not really an autobiography it is more of 
a memoir. I’ve heard that books and chapters 
tend to write themselves and that is certainly 
what happened here, we started with a title 
and then the story went in an interesting 
direction. 

WHAT IS THE REASON FOR 
WRITING THE BOOK?
Virgin suggested it to me and I had not even 
considered it before. It has been carthartic, 
but fascinating and fun. I feel I have used up 
40 years of material and I have to think about 
what I could possibly put in the next one. 

DID YOU LIKE CARS WHEN YOU 
WERE YOUNG AND DID YOU MUCK 
ABOUT WITH THEM?
I was a Lego kid I grew up building and taking 
things apart, I always wanted to know how 
things worked. The car thing did happen later. 
I remember going back and forth to my uncle’s 
on the motorway and being able to name 
every single car, but I wasn’t into cars as such. 
Then later when I got my first car I realised that 
I didn’t actually know how they worked. That is 
when the obsession actually happened. 

WHAT WAS YOUR FIRST CAR?
1303 Beetle in Texas yellow.

GOODNESS ME THAT WAS A COOL 
CAR, BUT PROBABLY RUSTY…
It was nice and shiny and a CAL look as well. It 
did though fail its first MOT because of quite 
extensive rust. So learning all about cars was a 

baptism of fire, I had to knuckle down and get 
on with it. 

WHEN DID YOU ENTER THE 
MOTOR TRADE?
I had a Saturday job at a place called Just 
Campers who specialised in Volkswagens. 
Then I had a job where I weighed in scrap 
cars. You would go and collect something 
and then end up with it in your own back 
yard. Once I started doing that it became 
hard to stop. I saw useful parts on all the cars 
I collected. It was also a good living when you 
could at one point get up to £200 a ton, then it 
went down to a £1 and then people had to pay 
to have it taken away. 

WHEN DID YOU DISCOVER YOU 
HAD A KNACK FOR TELLING 
PEOPLE HOW TO WORK ON 
CARS?
VIt was almost accidental I guess, I became 
involved in a show called Panic Mechanics 
that was my first brush with television. They 
wanted to do a show that was like Scrapheap 
Challenge but a bit more aesthetic. I did the 
pilot then was involved for the whole series. I 
was in the right place at the right time. Then 
the Wheeler Dealers thing happened and I 
nearly didn’t go to that interview. By that time 
I was very involved in my Cummfy Banana 
Company building my weird vehicles. I was 
very lucky that it all worked out in the end. 
Initially I was hired just to do the work. Then 
I started explaining things and doing a bit 
here and there and it became a thing. There 
are obviously better presenters out there and 
mechanics, but it seemed that I could do the 
two of them. It is fun to explain stuff, but also 
to understand it and it seemed to work out all 
right.

WHAT DO YOU WANT READERS 
TO TAKE AWAY FROM YOUR 
BOOK? IS IT TO GO AND MESS 
ABOUT WITH CARS BECAUSE 
YOUNGSTERS DON’T SEEM TO BE 
AS KEEN NOW?
There was the custom car scene in the 
‘50s when guys got back from the war and 
wanted to make really fast, distinctive cars 
to their own design. They had to go and do 
it themselves as the parts they needed were 
not on the shelf. These though you can even 
buy vans that quick and you can have almost 
whatever specification you want straight out 
of the factory, so it has all changed completely. 

I can understand why kids now don’t find it 
so rewarding. There is though all the old stuff, 
like VWs that you can mess around with. Now 
there is the whole Electric Vehicle world, it is 
the electrification of classics. One day if we 
let it happen, then classics will become the 
next pariah. So maybe the best thing is to 
engineer them properly and sympathetically 
now, so they can be returned to their original 
powerplant if required so that their value is 
maintained. It would make a lot of classics 
much more reliable and very economical. 
I think it is all about staying curious, 
understanding how things work and for me 
that is where the joy comes from. 

AFTER THE BOOK WHAT COMES 
NEXT?
I am intrigued by the whole book writing 
discipline, which was stressful as we went 
right up to the wire with the deadline. I’ll 
definitely do another one and have some 
cunning plans on what that will be about. We 
have a couple of TV ideas that we are playing 
around with. I want to do them properly. I just 
have so many things on the go and last year 
it was an electric ice cream van and we have 
to finish that off.  So long as I am entertained I 
am happy. 

WHAT SORT OF CARS SHOULD 
FREE CAR MAG READERS THINK 
ABOUT BUYING?
I would go back to Volkswagens but the 
trouble is they are going way up in value and 
that is the same for the original mini. I would 
still go for any classic with a big following 
because there are stores where you can go 
and buy parts for them. In America you can 
almost build a Ford Mustang or Chevy Bel 
Air from nothing as just about every part is 
still available. Over here apart from VWs and 
minis it would be the Mazda MX-5 which is 
a fantastic driver’s car and there are lots of 
parts for them. I think saving a classic when 
there are just two left is a brave and worthy 
thing to do but you will be in a whole load 
of trouble if you don’t have the skills. So it is 
best to ease yourself in gently. Ideally you 
need to find good clubs as you will always find 
someone else who has done what you are 
trying to do and will have lots of advice and 
information. That is the best way of learning 
which has worked for me,  is to ask lots of 
stupid questions. 

£9.99 - www.penguinbooks.com
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...Buy  ‘Demotorized’
from  Amazon
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