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We talk to Jonny Smith about the 
current series of Fifth Gear and he 
tells us all sorts of interesting tales 

about cars and stars on TV...

John 
Wick 3... 

LE MANS '66
  

                      Christian Bale  
                                   in a Ford GT40
                                   Film of the Year!
 



£50 off* 

*£50 credit will applied to 12 month full warranty products at checkout when you use code FCM50.
MotorEasy, 3 The Minster, 58 Portman Road, Reading, RG30 1EA. MotorEasy and the MotorEasy logo are registered trademarks of Motor Easy 
Limited, a company registered in the UK at Staverton Court, Staverton, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, GL51 0UX. Company number 08423198.

Excellent: 4.7/5

• Free health check

• Free collection & delivery on repairs 

• Repairs paid directly at 10,000 garages

• Repairs covered up to the vehicle value

• Cars under 8 years old and 60,000 miles
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I created MotorEasy for car owners who want an easy life
Duncan McClure Fisher, Founder and CEO

W A R R A N T Y  I  S E R V I C E  I  M O T  I  R E P A I R S  I  G A P  |  L E A S I N G  I  T Y R E S

With a MotorEasy car warranty, 
there’s no need to worry.

Car Warranty
for FreeCarMag readers

Get protected today

Save £50 – use code 
FCM50

Enter reg at 
motoreasy.comGB
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THE TEAM

Welcome to the Le Mans '66 celebration. We haven't seen the 
film yet, but what we found out about the making of the 
film has filled a good few spreads in your favourite Free 

Car Mag. As a result we can't wait to see it, mainly because there is 
a huge FCM editorial following for Christian. We seem to be right as 
he took to this fast driving lark like a duck to water.
  Fifth Gear, what a brilliant and underrated car TV show that is. We 
were lucky enough to talk to Jonny Smith who probably told us far 
more than he should about the show. It has been running for a few 
weeks, but there is plenty still to savour.
   Then there is John Wick. What a fantastic film that you can go and 
buy and enjoy. No very much in the way of automotive action, 
unlike the first and second one, but this is probably better than all 
of them. An unofficial film review for you right there.
   We can't wait to tell you what we think of Le Mans '66. And 
Christian.
   See you next time.

Christian Bale isn't at all keen on the Free 
Car Mag  editorial approach  to Le Mans 66  
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News, Events 
& Celebs

FERNANDO ALONSO + TOYOTA GAZOO RACING
Alonso and co-driver Coma have prepared for the Morocco rally with a successful four-day test, adding a further 870 miles to their training 
programme as they both transition to a new motorsport discipline. They continue to be mentored by past Dakar-winner de Villiers, who also 
carried out some technical testing for the team with his new navigator, Haro. The other Toyota Gazoo Racing crews also took part in the 
pre-event test.

 Spotted
in 

Morocco

Fernando Alonso 
Completes more 

Rally-Raid Training 
With Toyota Gazoo 

Racing

Looking ahead to the rally, Alonso said: “We are building a strong relationship in the team together and I’m looking forward to racing with my 
teammates. The team are highly experienced and successful, which gives me a lot of confidence knowing that I’m in good hands. I’ll definitely 
be comparing my performance against my experienced teammates and the field as a reference and to understand how much to push in races 
like this as we set our sights on the Dakar Rally.”
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programme as they both transition to a new motorsport discipline. They continue to be mentored by past Dakar-winner de Villiers, who also 

SENTURION WELCOMES FERNANDO ALONSO 
Senturion Key, the world’s first and only creator of bespoke, ultra-luxury wrist-wear pieces that synchronise with supercars, has welcomed the two-
time Formula 1 World Champion Fernando Alonso as a new ambassador of the brand. The S177 Collection, as worn by Fernando Alonso, is 
available now, starting at £15,850 for Senturion Keys with brushed titanium cores. The collection also includes wrist-wear pieces featuring 18K 
rose gold cores from £34,050 all the way to the most exclusive Senturion statement pieces made out of 4.9-billion-year-old meteorite that comes 
in a limited edition of only 7, available for £211,500. www.senturionkey.com

FERNANDO ALONSO ON SENTURION
Fernando Alonso, commenting on the announcement, said, “I am excited to be appointed as a brand ambassador for Senturion Key as I feel we 
share the passion for striving to be the best in the world in our respective fields. I’m very pleased to join the most exclusive club within the 
supercar collector community who are able to wear their supercar on their wrist.” www.senturionkey.com

Sporting Heroes 
accepted challenge 
to drift, slalom and 

donut Caterham 
Seven 
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News, Events 
& Celebs 

CHANCELLOR MERKEL VISITS VOLKSWAGEN 
Dr. Herbert Diess, CEO of Volkswagen AG, reiterated the entire Group’s commitment to e- mobility: “We want to continue making individual mobility accessible 
to everyone in future. That means harnessing innovative technologies to make the car cleaner, even safer and climate- neutral. E-mobility is the best and most 
efficient option for reducing CO2 emissions from transport.” Which is all very nice, but did she put a deposit down on an ID.3?  We do need to be told. 

GLENN MCGRATH + A TOYOTA CAMRY
Aussie fast-bowling legend Glenn McGrath took delivery of Toyota Camry for his time commentating on the 2019 Ashes series in the 
UK. The paceman is a Toyota Ambassador in his home country and when Toyota GB was asked to provide him with an efficient, relaxing 
and smooth car which could ferry him all over England along with his baggage over summer, as well as cope comfortably with his 6ft 
4in frame, Camry was the obvious choice. Glenn said: "It's been great to be behind the wheel of the new Camry while performing my 
commentating duties during the Ashes. As grateful as I am to Toyota GB for their help."

SPOTTED 
OUT AND 
ABOUT

Mrs
Merkel

Glenn
McGrath



Get 
the 
look
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Sally Gunnell

1 DS7 Crossback £32,125
2  Dress - Debenhams  £26.00
3 Trainers - Sports Direct £44.00
4  Watch - Fit Bit Versa Currys  £179

SALLY GUNNELL OBE LOCAL DS AMBASSADOR
Sally Gunnell OBE has been chosen by Tates DS STORE in Crawley to be their local DS Ambassador to help bring awareness 
of DS products and services to West Sussex in style. ally Gunnell OBE, commented “I feel delighted to be working alongside 
Tates and their extravagant DS STORE in Crawley, in this joint venture. The timing seems very appropriate too, with the DS 
brand being so new, with fresh and exciting developments, their all-electric and hybrid products, and the fact that they 
have just won the Formula E Championship; I am very much looking forward to this association during this inspiring time!”

1

2
2

3

4
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A film inspired by a powerful friendship that forever changed racing history. 

Cars on Film

WATCH 
TRAILERS 

WWW.FOX.CO.UK/
LE-MANS-66

 Ford  vs  Ferrari 
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Porsche 911 Turbo

 Ford  vs  Ferrari 
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Cars on Film
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Porsche 911 Turbo
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Cars on Film
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Porsche 911 Turbo

“The reason the story is so 
legendary is because these 

misfits challenged God and won, 
didn’t they? God was Ferrari.”



Fifth Gear

Smith’s
car shaped 

Crisps
14 Free Car Mag.com   

· “We are not like U2 or Abba, where we work 
together as a band, we do our solo stuff and then 

briefly come together to do the group tests. Having 
said that, I would quite like to be in U2 or Abba.”

 

FIFTH GEAR, 
9PM 

THURSDAYS 
ON QUEST 
(FREEVIEW 

· Vicky Butler-Henderson (left) and Jonny Smith (right). 

 



 Free Car Mag.com   15

FIFTH GEAR IS BACK.
This is the show that can never die, seemingly. 
I think it is series twenty-eight and I have only 
been there since series 10. It will be the same 
as always, a simple format and we will be 
stressing that it is a car magazine show, which 
reviews cars in an entertaining fashion, and 
sometimes we use a bit of science. This series 
will also have everything from one of the 
cheapest cars on sale, a Dacia Sandero to one 
of the most expensive a Brabham. 
 
THE PROGRAMME MUST BE DOING 
SOMETHING RIGHT TO LAST THIS 
LONG.
A lot has changed since it started, the Internet 
has come along away and it devours video 
media these days, but we still have a place in 
this brave new world. It is quite scary when I 
get youngsters saying that they watched me on 
Fifth Gear when they got home from school 
or were at Uni. I think to myself, surely I’m not 
that old? 

OF COURSE YOU’RE NOT, BUT 
WHAT’S THE AIM OF THE SHOW?
This is not a high budget show and we get to 
drive the cars in real world circumstances. The 
great thing is that there is always a pleasant 
surprise every series. This time I was never 
really interested in Morgan, especially the 
four wheelers, but I loved the Plus 6 and I was 
genuinely shocked and I thought, is that me 
getting old or is this just a very good car?

WE UNDERSTAND THAT YOU HAVE 
SOME NEW PLAYMATES?
Jason and Vicky are still doing their thing. 
Discovery likes to introduce guest presenters 
to mix it up a bit. So there’s Jimmy DeVille from 
Goblin Works Garage, he was fun to work with. 
There is also Karun Chandhok from Formula 
One. It is certainly good to have a different 
points of view and we all come together to do 
the team tests. We enjoy those because it is one 
of few times we get everyone together. We are 
not like U2 or Abba, where we work together 
as a band, we do our solo stuff and then briefly 
come together to do the group tests. Having 
said that, I would quite like to be in U2 or Abba. 

SO YOU WERE NOT PARTNERED 
UP WITH ANYONE?
I only spent a few days with Vicky this series 
I actually spent a lot more time with Mr. 
Plato, although he is unhinged and difficult 
to manage, but he is a right laugh. He has 
promised me one of his books with a rude 
scribble on the front, I’m half expecting to get 
that one day.

ARE THERE ANY NOTICEABLE 
TRENDS?
Definitely more electric car content and that 
reflect the world and the products being 
launched. There is also a noticeable backlash 
against diesel, as people want to know what to 
buy next. There is some fear and people are 
holding onto cars as they decide what to do 
next. Of course depends on so many factors 
and that includes, whether you are a badge 
snob and do you need more than one car. 
I find it so interesting to get under the skin 
of a car to find out what it is all about, who 
it is aimed at and what it is capable of. What 
terrifies me the number of people who buy 
with driving or even seeing it in the metal and 
never even looking at the rivals and they are 
spending £30-£40K. Can be a worry when 
viewers come up and tell me that I influenced 
their choice of car. This happens to me far 
more than I ever thought it would. Indeed, 
for the first time ever I went out and bought a 
brand new car with my own money.

WHAT DID YOU GET?
A Suzuki Jimny. It is my wife’s car really, but 
when it came out this  caused a lot of frenzy 
and what I like about it in that in a world of 
complicated and technology heavy cars there 
is a demand and appreciation for honest 
characterful cars. I think Dacia are also doing 
that, essentially it is an old car with fresh 
wrapping paper. 

SO ARE CARS PRETTY GOOD 
THESE DAYS?
Me and Plato were in a Kia Picanto at 
Millbrook, driving it as fast as we dared and 
we had an absolutely fab time and all for less 
than 10 grand on the road. You don’t have to 
chase the badge at all. Things don’t fall apart 
like they used to. My Dad bought a brand 

new Austin 1100 and three years later he was 
putting brand new sills on it, but that was 
what you did. There really are no bad cars 
anymore.

WHAT ELSE HAVE YOU GOT GOING 
ON IN FIFTH GEAR?
We still do second hand buyers guides, as 
there is a lot of demand for them. We tell 
people they don’t have to tow the line and 
spend a fortune. Certainly we have avoided 
lots of fantastically expensive spaceship 
cars. Making a show about a supercar is not 
difficult, but a hatchback that is just a white 
good is so much more difficult to do and 
more of a challenge. Viewers seem to like the 
very simple format. Nothing glamorous and 
straightforward and predictable.

ARE YOU SURPRISED THAT FIFTH 
GEAR IS STILL GOING STRONG?I 
When I joined in 2006 I thought I might 
be doing it for a couple or years. That’s the 
year You Tube started. So an awful lot has 
happened and it is funny seeing old episodes 
that turn up there. At least it keeps my 
children wonder amused as they ask what I 
was thinking wearing those skinny trousers. 
When it comes to popularity it certainly 
helped that we were accused by Clarkson 
of burning the Top Gear props cupboard 
or something. Incredibly, loads of people 
believed that the amount of hate mail we got 
was incredible. People said, ‘how dare you be 
so mean’. Obviously it was just a joke. There 
couldn’t have been more contrast between 
our shows on budget alone, probably £1m an 
episode for Top Gear and us giving an awful 
lot of value for £35K. 

DO ALL THE PRESENTERS LIVE IN 
A BIG GIANT HOUSE TOGETHER 
WITH A HUGE GARAGE?
Naah. The great thing is that the co presenters 
are all genuine friends. One thing I would 
I would love to do more of is road trips. 
Some properly scary and dangerous things. 
The best thing is I think Plato would start to 
malfunction if you asked to stay I a terrible 
hotel or sleep in the back of a car. His true 
colours would soon show. 

Smith’s
car shaped 

Crisps

We talk to the real 
star of the best show 

on telly about cars.
He calls Jason Plato, 
Jason Potato, but we 
dare not print that...
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Fifth Gear

Overdrive    

Spot the new member of the Fifth Gear Team...
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Porsche 911 Turbo
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https://pbs.twimg.com/profile_imag-
es/874276197357596672/kUuht00m_400x400.

jpg

Have your say            @freecarmag1

AMAZON
COMFORT

Volvo was one of the first 
car makers to incorporate 

spinal research into its seat 
design, starting with the 
Volvo Amazon in 1965. 

Today, Volvo has a three-
tier approach to seat 

comfort, focusing on Initial 
Comfort, Cruising Comfort 
and Dynamic Comfort – to 

ensure drivers and 
passengers remain relaxed 

and fully supported 
throughout their journey, 

regardless of the length or 
type of road. According to 
Volvo Car UK, seat comfort 
is a key priority for 63% of 
UK drivers, with nearly one 

in five going as far as 
swapping a previous car 
for a model with better 

seats. More than one in 10 
drivers also admitted they 
had passengers refuse to 
get in their car because 

their seats were so 
uncomfortable. When 

asked which areas they 
would like to see improved, 

the majority of drivers 
wanted more lumbar 

(lower back) support, while 
a third wanted more 

adjustability to suit their 
         frames.third 

Back-Seat Driver

Volvo put their backs into it
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mini 60

MINI 60

BRITISH MOTOR HERITAGE (BMH)



( 	 	Benefit	from	up	to	40%	savings	 
on	your	repairs.

( 	 	�ur	technicians	monitor	specialist	
workshops	ensuring	tuality	work	is	
carried	out.

( 	 	�ocal	workshops	near	you,	with	Ɛ0,000	
across	the	&�.

( 	 	No	waiting	time,	your	car	is	collected	 
and	delivered	back	to	you	once	complete.

A car repair
that works 
har7er for you

W A R R A N T Y  I  S E R V I C E  I  M O T  I  R E P A I R S  I  G A P  I  T Y R E S

Duncan McClure Fisher
Founder and CEO

Get an instant quote and save more at motoreasy.com

At motoreasy, we want to save you time,  
money and hassle, allowing you to enjoy  

the better things in your life.

Your car repairs	with	motoreasy	looks	like	thisĹ

Relax	-	with	all	of	your	car	hassles	taken	care	of,	what will you do?



Get an instant quote and save more at motoreasy.com

( 	 	Benefit	from	up	to	40%	savings	 
on an MOT.

( 	 	All	work	monitored	by	our	personal	
technicians

( 	 	24/7	booking	facility.
( 	 	No	waiting	time,	your	car	is	

collected and delivered back to you 
once	complete.

At motoreasy, we want to save you time,  
money and hassle, allowing you to enjoy  

the better things in your life.
Your car MOT with motoreasy looks like this:

Relax	-	with	all	of	your	car	hassles	taken	care	of,	what will you do?

An MOT  
that improves 
family time

W A R R A N T Y  I  S E R V I C E  I  M O T  I  R E P A I R S  I  G A P  I  T Y R E S

Duncan McClure Fisher
Founder and CEO



TV
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INSPIRED BY EVOQUE

Automotive Art

SPEED OF LIGHT 
Jack Barclay Bentley, JD Malat 
Gallery and Katrin Fridriks Create 
a One-Off Automotive Artwork
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VIOFO V3  £99.99 THE FORD THAT BEAT FERRARI 
JOHN S. ALLEN AND GORDON J. 
JONES  £90.00

DEPECHE MODE: SPIRITS IN 
THE FOREST  IN CINEMAS

Vivoactive
by Mercedes-Benz 

Wanted
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Buy Now 

GRAN COUPE

ORDER:NOW
DELIVERY 2020

FROM:
£120,935
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POLESTAR 2 

PEUGEOT PLUG IN HYBRIDS

 AVAILABLE 
2020

FROM:

£49,900

AVAILABLE:
2020

DEPOSIT:
£500



FINALLY WINTER!

TYRES

High-end winter tyre generation with state-of-the-art technology. ‘Miura-Ori’
3D sipe technology, 4D nano design compound and micro-optimised stiffening
of the tread blocks combine satisfying winter characteristics with low noise and
outstanding performance in wet conditions.

www.falkentyres.co.uk

EUROWINTER I HS01

23480-anzeige-hs01-free-car-mag-220x280-en.indd   1 26.10.18   15:35

Our Porsche Cayenne wears Falkens
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John Wick 3

This is best film Free Car Mag has seen so far this year and there 
aren’t even many cars in it. There is John Wick on a horse though.

 He’s back, better, wetter and Wickeder than ever.
We might love Wick, but we adore Keanu.

 BUY ON DVD
TEXT JOHN WICK 

TO 91099
FOR EXCLUSIVE 

OFFERS
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Porsche 911 Turbo
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FCM 78
Next Time

FREECARMAG.COM
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 Blonde 
AMBITION

POWERED BY

MOTOR ING  MADE  EASY

SHORTLISTED  
FOR NEWSPRESS 

MAGAZINE  
OF THE YEAR

RUSSELL CROWE & RYAN 
GOSLING GO BACK TO 1977

FOOTBALLER’S DRIVES

ZLATAN – THE VOLVO MOVIE

INSIDE THE REMARKABLE  
MARILYN MONROE: THE LEGACY  

OF A LEGEND EXHIBITION



flyscreenqueen.co.uk
01760 441423

folding roller sliding and chain  
screens for doors and windows for home  

and business, diy kits only 

fcm_flyscreenqueen_advert.indd   1 02/03/2015   22:57


